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DAILY  DIAKT 


June  1-4.  O-f+awa  -*-o  Calgary,  Alberta. 

June  5-8.  Edmonson,  Alber+a  -  repack  and  ship  equipment. 

June  9-12.  Hay  River,  N.W.T.  -  repack  and  ship  equipment 

via  N.T.  -fo  Aklavik. 


June  13.  Hay  River  +o  Aklavik  via  C.P.A. 

June  14-19.  Waiting  in  Aklavik  for  ice  +  o  mel+,and  equipment. 

June  20.  Trip  by  air  with  U.S.  Wildlife  Service  over 

Old  Crow  Fla-fs  and  down  Fir+h,  along 
coas+  and  up  Mackenzie  +  0  Aklavik. 

June  21-24.  Waiting  in  Aklavik  for  ice  to  melt,  and  equipment. 

June  25.  Flew  wi+h  Mike  over  Husky  Lake  -fo  Anderson  River  - 

no-fed  si-*-es  from  air  between  por+age  from 
Eskimo  Lake  f-o  Si^-igide  Lake. 

June  26-27.  Waiting  for  ice  -fo  mel-f,  and  equipment. 

June  28.  N.T.  equipment  arrived. 

June  29-30.  Excavated  on  si-fe  across  from  presen4-  Aklavik.  Found 

some  modern  T’hule  material. 


July  1-2. 

i 

July  3. 
July  4. 


Wai-f  ing — bu-f  also  -fook  movies. 
Revisi-fed  Tuk-tuk. 

Purchased  equipmen-f  came  +o  $237. 


July  5 . 
July  6. 

July  7 . 


Waiting  -—fook  movies. 

Loaded  s-fuff  down  for  C.P.A. ,  -fhen  go-*-  weather  report 
and  didn’-*-  -*-ake  off. 

Loaded  plane,  wen-*-  41  miles  and  turned  back  by  fog. 


July  8.  C.P.A.  refused  -*-0  -*-ake  more  than  1900  lbs.,  so  i-*-  was 

necessary  -*-o  have  bo-*-h  Mike  wi-*-h  Cessena  and 
C.P.A.  wi-*-h  0-f-fer  -*-ake  us  +o  Zupho  Lake. 

Also  believe  C.P.A.  charged  me  fax  -  which  is 
an  over-charge.  Then  made  two  -*-rips  of  6  miles 
(r.t)  wi-fh  60  lbs.  of  baggage  on  my  back,  from 
lake  +o  camp.  Se-f  up  fwo  +-en-*-s  haphazardly. 
June  go4-  some  good  movies. 
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July  9. 

July  10. 

Seeing 

scuares 

July  11. 

July  12. 


Pit  1-2 


July  13. 
Pit  2 


One  more  trip  for  baggage.  Started  ice  house  and 
rebuild  4-wo  +en+s  +o  make  it  three  complete. 

Used  mainly  drift  logs.  Found  a  few  artifacts  on 
surface.  Saw  large  grizzly  bear  across  river. 

Built  frame  for  cook  +em  and  put  in  floor.  Continued 
work  on  ice  house.  Killed  caribou  I  saw  on  a 
walk.  Started  set+ing  up  squares  -  see  opposite 
page  for  derails  (staked  areas  in  black). 

Rain  and  fog.  Got  resf  of  supplies.  Finished  ice 

house  entrance  and  got  cook  shack  ready.  Did  a 
little  mapping  and  building  of  screens. 

Started  with  four  men  in  squares  S180W90  and  S180V.r80. 
Stripped  whole  top  in  6”  level,  roughly  equiva¬ 
lent  to  humus.  During  morning  took  off  top  4" 
level  in  square  S180W90  in  which  many  bones  and 
eight  pieces  of  pottery  occurred.  The  comparable 
level  in  S180W80  (6")  had  only  chips  and  bone. 
However  below  this  level,  in  parts,  was  reddish 
brown  silt  in  which  chips,  bone,  and  a  corner 
micro-burin  and  blade  with  ripple  flaking  occurred 
Late  in  the  afternoon  found  piece  of  dentate- 
stamped  pottery. 

Continued  work  on  S180W80  which  has  Pit  1  under  stake 
S180W80  and  Pit  2  between  S180W85  and  S175W85. 

Both  were  very  reddish  in  color.  Pit  2  seems  to 
be  mainly  a  fire  pit.  The  artifacts  mentioned 
above  probably  came  from  Pit  l.  Pit  2,  however, 
was  even  richer  with  a  corner  burin,  bladelette, 
lamellar  flakes,  and  much  bone. 

Jus-*-  as  we  were  quitting,  a  small  depression  of  refuse 
occurred  a-*-  S177W94. 

Catalogued  specimens  in  evening. 

Starred  squares  S180..'75  and  S180W85.  Drew  profiles  of 
square  S180W80  and  S180W90.  Pit  2  continued  to 
be  productive  while  square  S180W75  seems  to  have 
more  than  a  foot  of  refuse.  Found  a  bone  point 
about  11"  below  surface  a-*-  S175.5W78.8  and  near 
it  some  burned  clay  (one  possible  sherd?). 

Started  souare  S180W95.  This  will  give  a  twenty- 
five  foot  trench  from  S180W75-S175W75  t0  S180W100 
S175W100 . 

The  stratigraphy  so  far  may  be  complex.  Pit  2  in 

S180W85  seems  to  be  without  pottery  and  to  have 
microliths.  Pi+  1  in  S180W75  seems  +o  be  with 
pot+ery  and  no  burins,  while  the  oldest  of  the  lot 
is  the  bone  in  Level  3  of  S180W90.  Both  Pit  l 
and  Pit  2  are  almost  5  feet  in  diameter  and  could 
well  be  some  sort  of  architectural  feature.  Pit  1 
is  particularly  abundant  in  bone. 
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July  13 
(con’d) 

Made  a  single  deep  cu-*-  5  f  t .  by  2  f+.  and  4  f -*- . 

deep  along  north  edge  of  S1807/90 .  Strati¬ 
graphy  was  as  follows: 

0  -  3”  or  5”  -  humus 

3  to  3”  or  6"  -  reddish  refuse 

3" or  6”  to 

12”  to  18”  -  gray  clay 

18”  to  25”  -  2-inch  thick  layer  of 

reddish  soil 

24”  and  deeper  -  white  frozen  sand. 

Closed  day  starting  to  clean  floors  around  Pit  l 
and  Pit  2. 

July  14 

Excava+ed  two  six-inch  levels  into  bottom  of  Pits  1 
and  2  and  set  up  squares  for  west  excavation. 

It  certainly  looks  like  Pit  1  is  a  large  house, 

Photo  number  —  Took  five  photos  of  the  si+e. 


July  15  ) 

) 

July  16  ) 

Ran  out  of  food  —  30-mile  hike  to  Kumakuk. 

July  17 

Began  squares  S15W810 ,  S20W810,  S257/810,  S30W810  — 
completed  these  squares  to  a  depth  of  2£  ft. 

The  north  two  squares  were  relatively  sterile 
and  uninteresting  but  S25W810  and  S30W810 
had  clear-cut  stratigraphy.  The  top  3  inches 
were  humus  then  there  was  from  6  +o  8  inches 
of  reddish  sand  then  some  white- gray  sand  and 
a  red  layer  1/2  inch  thick  with  artifacts  - 
then  1  inch  of  white  sand  and  then  2  t0  3  inches 
of  various  lenses  of  red  soil  with  artifacts  and 
then  a  layer  of  gray  clay  and  then  red  and 
white  sand  with  artifacts  and  then  basic  gray 
clay  and  shale.  mhe  S.E.  corner  though  not 
yet  excavated  because  of  permafrost.  Out  of 
middle  cultural  layer  got  part  of  a  point, 

2  lamellar  flakes  and  a  bone  awl,  but  always 
lots  of  bones- 

Other  excavations  continued  in  Pit  1  and  completed 
Pi-*-  2 . 


July  18. 
Photo  No. 


July  19. 


July  20. 
Pi-*-  1. 


Took  a  photo  of  profile  from  S20./800  -*-0  S25W80C. 

Then  removed  square  S30W795  and  S25W795.  Still 
finding  middle  red  layers  bu+  with  mainly  bone. 

Started  square  W300,W305  and  W310.  In  +he  S.W. 

corner  of  W300  there  is  a  large  pi-*-  going  to  a 
dep-*-h  of  It  ft.  Refuse,  however,  generally 
does  no-*-  seem  +  o  go  below  1  ft.  in  depth. 

Found  par-*-  of  arrow  poin-*-  in  W310  a-*-  dep-*-h  of 
6”  belov;  humus  by  2  inches.  However,  finished 
all  three  squares  -*-o  a  depth  of  14"  in  after¬ 
noon  and  gave  up. 

The  west  -*-rench  S30W795  -  S30Y/790  and  S25W790  and 
S25W790  were  completed  by  -*-he  end  of  the  day. 

Few  artifacts  occurred  and  many  of  +-he  earlier 
layers  +hat  seemed  significant  are  now  in 
permaf  ros-*- . 

S-*-ar-*-ed  square  N15E5  near  end  of  day  and  it  is  rich 
in  bone. 

In  -*-he  sou+h  excavation  found  east  edge  of  Pit  2  in 
square  S180Y77  0.  It  was  very  rich  in  bone  and 
quite  good  in  artifacts  except  pottery.  Then 
smarted  S175W75.  Here  again  we  found  the 
nor+h  edge  of  Pit  l.  in  the  vicinity  0f  this 
edge  many  lamellar  flakes,  a  burin  and  bone 
scraper  handle  occurred.  I  have  assumed  they 
were  in  the  pit  though  in  fact  are  along  its 
edge* 

Finished  up  floors  in  permafrost,  W790S25-30  and 
found  very  little  —  so  will  try  again  in 
another  area* 

Opened  up  square  N15E5  .  Found  refuse  going  down 
to  1  ft.  There  seems  to  be  a  large  amount 
of  bone  and  little  else. 

Also  started  square  S165W95  and  here , just  under 
humus,  found  red  soil  and  pottery. 

Work  also  continued  in  Pit  1  in  square  S180V770 , 

S185W75  and  S175W75  and  here  found  limits  of 
the  pit  in  each.  Also  found  considerable 
amoun+s  of  bladelettes,  burins,  and  micro¬ 
blades.  Pit  seems  to  continue  irregularly 
into  S185V/75  and  jus+  got  into  it  by  the  end 
of  the  day. 

This  afternoon  completed  excavation  of  Pit  l*  it 

seems  to  go  to  about  a  depth  of  2  ft.  belov/  the 
surface,  have  steep  sides,  and  be  flat  on  the 
bottom,  and  underlaid  by  white  sand.  It  has 
no  significant  shape  nor  does  it  have  post¬ 
molds,  roof -beams,  or  a  fireplace,  so  I  doubt, 
very  much  i+  can  be  considered  a  house. 
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July  20. 
( con’ d ) 


July  21. 


July  22. 
Pi-*-  3 


Occupation  1 


Pit  4 


July  23. 


Underlying  the  house  and  whi+e  sand  is  a  black 
layer  with  bone  that  is  also  under  the  gray 
clay.  Culturally  the  top  layer  had  po+tery  but 
most  of  the  pit,  including  +he  lower  layers, 
have  a  few  burins  and  lamellar  flakes.  Thus 
there  is  evidence  of  three  occupations. 

In  this  general  southern  area  took  two  +op  level  of 
squares  S170W100,  S170W95  and  S165W95.  All 
these  have  sherds  in  their  top  levels  and  no 
lamellar  flakes  or  burins.  This  is  probably 
significant. 

Started  square  S175W95  in  the  afternoon  and  found 
a  rich  pit  in  its  northern  border.  This  I 
shall  consider  Pit  3.  Later  excavation  should 
delimit  it. 

In  north  trench  worked  further  on  in  square  N15E10 
and  N15E5  and  N10E5.  Refuse  seems  t0  go  down 
at  least  a  foot. 

Vacation-  went  to  Flint  Creek  and  then  up  Fir+h 
fo  next  big  creek. 

Complete  S180  trench  from  W100  to  W70  and  used 

aledaide  to  make  a  profile.  Then  went  into 
square  S175-/785  and  in  i  +  s  north  end  also  ran 
into  a  big  pit  (Pit  3).  Also  did  fur+her 
excavation  in  square  S165W95.  This  square 
seems  to  have  a  pi+  or  depression  of  refuse 
in  its  center  which  is  full  of  bladelettes  or 
micro-blades  and  pottery.  Also  worked  on 
S170W100  and  found  a  few  sherds  in  upper  one- 
foot  . 

One  of  the  big  jobs  for  the  day,  however,  was  the 
removal  of  the  gray  clay  by  shovel  and  exca¬ 
vation  of  the  sand  and  black  streaks  within 
it  by  trowel.  Found  parts  of  a  couple  of 
scrapers  and  quite  a  bit  of  bone  (partially 
mineralized?)  as  well  as  charcoal  and  area  of 
muck.  That  clay  that  overlies  it  appears  to  be 
full  of  large  boulders  and  is  glacial  till. 

Also,  the  sand  in  which  the  red  or  black  layers 
are  in  show  evidence  of  being  washed  or  in  part 
water  deposits.  At  least  affected  by  water 
action. 

Also  dug  in  N10E10  in  a  small  pit  and  uncovered 
mainly  bone. 

Late  in  afternoon  got  2  scrapers  (a  large  side  and 

large  plano-convex  end  scraper  from  Occupation  1. 

In  the  morning  completed  square  S175W95,  S175W85  and 
S175W75  and  drew  their  profiles.  Pit  3  was  in 
S175W85  and  extends  into  W80  and  W90.  Started 
these  squares  as  well  as  S175W70.  The  latter 
contained  some  materials  in  the  top  level. 
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July  23 

(con’d)  Square  S175W70  in  its  northeast  section  has  a  large  pi-f¬ 
in  i+  (Pi-*-  5).  I-*-  contained  a  number  of  -*-ools  in 

Levels  2  and  3.  It  eventually  turned  out  t0  be 
about  ft.  deep  with  a  pointed  bot-f-om  and 
orien+ed  N.W.  +p  s.E.,  elliptical  in  outline  1.2 
by  2.8  at  the  top.  It  seems  t0  be  entirely  without 
pottery  and  had  a  large  number  of  blades,  bone 
tools  and  burins.  Also  got  dog  bones  from  this  pit. 

By  the  end  of  the  day  had  completed  the  trench  from 
Pit  3  S175W70  to  S175V/100  by  S170V/70  to  SI 707/100.  From 

S170W96.5  to  S170W82.2  is  a  large  pit  (3)  which 
passes  through  S172W85  and  S172.8.W90.  It  seems 
+o  be  about  2  ft.  deep  wi+h  steep  sides  and  at 
S1701785  goes  to  a  dep-f-h  of  3  f  + .  It  has  burins, 
micro-blades,  bladelettes,  etc.,  but  no  pottery. 

Continued  work  in  S165W95  and  in  the  second  level  got  a 
few  sherds  and  lamellar  flakes,  fragments  of  large 
projec+ile  points  but  no  burins . 


All  in  all  this  was  a  productive  day  with  over  100  arti¬ 
facts  being  found. 

July  24  In  the  morning  cleaned  up,  drew  and  photographed  the  S170 

profile . 

While  xhis  was  being  done  staked  and  removed  humus  in  S5E15 
and  N5E15 .  Both  were  very  productive  but  were 
not  completed. 

Then  in  afternoon  began  squares  S170W70,  S170W80,  S170W85 
and  S170W95.  The  middle  +wo  were  in  Pit  3. 

In  the  meantime  Georgina  worked  in  S165W95  and  around 
S168W94-96 ,  found  a  great  concentration  of 
lamellar  flakes  (30),  a  projectile  point,  end- 
scrapers  (2),  end-of-blade  scraper,  and  a  number 
of  side-scrapers. 

Continued  working  in  S170W70  where  there  is  a  large 
pit  (6)  in  the  N.E.  corner  and  that  extends  in 
S170W65  and  S165W70.  It  was  full  of  bone  and  a  number 
of  the  bones  were  artifacts  and  o*-hers  showed  evi¬ 
dence  of  burin  cutting  0r  grooving.  Among  the 
bone  tools  was  an  antler  f laker  and  an  an-f-ler  pick. 

Also  continued  work  in  Pi-1-  3  which  still  occurs  clear  to 
Pi-*-  5  SI 65  line,  S170W85  and  S170V/80.  It  is  still 

productive  and  again  is  large  enough  to  be  a  house 
pit  but  -«-he  shape  is  wrong  and  there  is  no  floor 
in  it . 


July  25 
Pit  6 


Late  in  the  afternoon  plane  arrived  with  supplies.  Some 
worked  until  9  o’clock  packing  stuff.  Also, 
shipped  out  Franky. 
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July  26. 

Awful  day  -  no  wind  and  ho-*-  and  many  mosquitoes.  Also 
la-*-e  in  evening  a  big  gust  0f  wind  ripped  June's 
and  my  ten*-  in  half  and  tore  the  holder  for  +he 
stove  pipe  in  the  cook  tent.  Also  had  Alex  fix 
a  fish  net. 

Occ.  1. 

Finished  up  S170  to  SI 65  +rench  from  ¥105  -*-o  ¥65.  Few 
ar+ if acts  found  and  the  muck  layer  is  very  well 
defined  under  gray  clay  and  Pit  1  from  W90  to  W80 
It  seems  t0  be  dying  out  ¥100.  In  future  will 
shift  trench  slightly  more  to  east. 

July  27. 

Spen-*-  morning  finishing  profile  from  ¥100  to  ¥70  along 
^165  line.  Took  two  photos  of  it  which  very 

Pho-*-o  No. 

11,  nicely  show  Pi+  6  and  Pit  3  as  well  as  under- 

12  lying  muck  area.  Cleared  out  S170¥r95  which  is 

mainly  gray  clay  with  underlying  sand. 

Also,  went  back  to  digging  in  N5E10.  Henceforth  all 
the  area  to  the  north  of  *-he  0-0  stake  shall  be 
known  as  NvK2.  In  this  square  found  a  small 
pit  about  one  foot  below  the  surface  which  con¬ 
tained  a  large  number  of  small  rim  sherds  of  a 
single  pot. 

Pi-*-  6 

Continued  excavation  in  S170W65  and  ¥60  in  what  appears 
-*-0  be  the  eastern  limits  of  Pit  6. 

July  28. 

T'his  was  our  day  off,  so  numbered  sherds  &  artifacts. 

Sherds 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  Mabel,  in  looking  down  a  gopher 
hole,  noted  bones  and,  upon  clearing  them  off, 
found  bones  and  pot+ery.  This  is  the  area  of  S. 

July  29. 

S+arted  square  S170¥65  and  S170W60,  both  of  which  are 
in  pit.  Continued  excavating  it  in  6-inch 

Pi-*-  6 

levels.  It  goes  t0  a  depth  of  2  feet  where 
part  of  it  is  in  permafrost.  The  bottom  of 
it  along  the  S170  line  is  about  20  inches 
from  the  surface  and  the  area  next  to  S170W70 
seems  to  have  gray  clay.  However,  it  definitely 
extends  into  S175W60.  Found  a  large  corner, 
removed  point  point  with  a  concave  base  in 

Level  3  of  S170W60.  This  would  appear  to  make 
this  pit  late . 

Snowed  la+e  in  the  evening. 

Spent  most  of  the  day  making  a  contour  map.  Am  using 
a  scale  of  1  m.:  1  foot  and  am  doing  the  map 
in  section  equal  to  400  by  500  fee+ .  Got  two 
sec+ions  done  t0day.  Crew  is  very  slow  at  this. 

July  30. 

Cold  and  wet.  Continued  survey  and  did  three  sections. 
Only  one  or  two  more  to  do. 
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July  30 
( con’ d ) 


Pit  6 


Summary 


July  31. 
Pi4-  7 


Pi4-  6 


Pi-*-  1 


In  4-he  meantime,  continued  digging  in  Pi-*-  6.  Opened 
up  square  S165W65  and  S165W60  as  well  as  s-*-ar-*-ed 
S175Y760.  Pi4-  6  con+inued  -*-o  yield  lamellar 
flakes  and  great  quan-*- i-*-ies  of  .bone,  some  of  which 
is  worked.  La-*-e  in  -*-he  afternoon  found  +wo  sherds, 
-*-hus  confirming  -*-he  lameness  of  Pi-*-  6.  ^here  are 
few  if  any  burins  nor  are  -*-here  bladele-*--*-es .  Just 
a  bone  scoop  as  well  as  some  end-scrapers  and  side- 
scrapers  . 

Thus  Pi4-  1  and  Pi-*-  6,  +he  -*-op  of  square  S165W95  and 
NiVk2  (pi-*-  4)  and  area  X  seems  to  belong  +0  the 
late  pottery  occupation.  Some  of  these  pits  may 
be  stratified  but  only  analysis  will  decide  -*-his. 
End-scrapers,  large  points  (corner  removed), 
small  arrow  points  in  isosceles  form,  bone  f lakers, 
bone  arrowshafts,  bone  scoops,  lamellar  flakes,  and 
side  blades  seem  to  comprise  one  complex. 

The  earlier  occupation  seems  t0  be  pure  Denbigh  and 

includes  Pit  2,  3  and  Pit  5.  These  have  burins, 
arrow  points,  bladele+tes,  side  blades  both  large 
and  small,  and  snub-nosed  scrapers,  e  +  c.  This 
again  should  be  checked  in  -*-he  analysis. 

The  earliest  occupation  is  still  in  -the  muck  and 
consists  of  three  scrapers. 

Set  up  six  new  squares  near  where  Mabel  found  the 

larger  sherds.  Stripped  humus  off  three  of  them, 
S125 ,  S125W5  and  S130V/5.  Much  of  the  po+  +  ery  is 
right  at  +he  grass  roots,  however,  some  sherds 
occurred  down  to  a  depth  of  one  foot.  In  the 
northwest  corner  of  S125W5  gray  clay  occurs  just 
below  the  humus  that  seems  to  represent  the  wall 
of  a  large  pit.  The  other  squares,  however,  have 
refuse  in  them  down  to  a  depth  of  one  foot.  There 
seems  +o  be  some  layering  of  reddish  refuse  in  the 
pit  that  may  represent  occupations.  Thus  we  may 
have  both  stratigraphy  and/or  a  pithouse. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  s+ripped  -*-op  soil  off  S165W95, 
S165W85,  S165W80  and  W75.  Completed  both 
S165W70 ,  S165W65  and  S165W60,  as  well  as  S175W60. 
All  of  these  were  excavated  into  part  of  Pit  6. 
Again  no  pottery  occurs  in  the  lower  layers. 

This  time  the  general  outline  of  the  pit  indicates 
it  might  have  been  a  house  with  an  entry-way  in 
S175W60 — W65  but  where  are  the  post  holes,  hearths, 
or  occupation  layer,  and  why  the  refuse  filling? 

Dug  out  the  final  little  portion  of  Pit  l  under 

s-'-ake  S175W70.  I4-  was  quite  rich  though  very 

small . 


Augus*  1. 
Pi*  6 

Pi-*-  8 

Pho*o  No. 
14  , 

Pi*  7 


Augus*  2 . 

Soil 

sample 


Carbon  14 
Sample  1 


Cleared  off  S160  profile  from  W60  *o  W85.  Pi*  6 

is  s*ill  apparen*  and  has  *wo  li**le  dips  in  it 
*ha*  have  burned  clay  and  charcoal.  Also  a 
large  pi*  showed  up  *ha*  runs  from  S160W79  *o 
abou*  S160W88.  "’his  shall  be  known  as  Pi*  8. 

I*  again  is  s*eep-sided  and  flat-bo**omed. 

In  +he  af*ernoon  *ook  pho*o  of  S160  profile.  Then 
s*ar*ed  in  on  S160W65  in  Pi*  6.  Also  dug  in 
*he  area  of  Pi*  7  where  again  po**ery  appeared 
down  *o  a  dep*h  of  1  f*.  below  surface.  Also 
found  par*s  of  burins  and  bone  *ools  in  Pi*  7. 

The  whole  area  around  Pi*  7  seems  *o  be  some- 
wha*  differen*  as  *o  i*s  s*ra*igraphy  as  com¬ 
pared  *o  *he  sou*h  excava*ion.  I*  also  looks 
* o  be  an  area  full  of  po*s  of  *he  po**ery  com¬ 
plex  and  here  we  ough*  *o  ge*  *he  o*her  ar*i- 
fac*s  tha*  go  wi*h  *he  po**ery. 

Found  a  couple  of  rim  sherds  and  *here  is  li**le 

doub*  *ha*  i*  is  cord -marked.  Also  *he  rims 
are  insloping  and  *he  lips  fla*  indica*ing  a 
cocoanut- shaped  vessel.  These  features  make 
i*  very  similar  to  Woodland  ceramics. 

In  *he  morning  *ook  soil  sample  from  S160  profile 
be*ween  W 65  and  W60.  They  consist,  of: 

1.  Gray  sand  a*  dep+h  of  2.5 

2.  Muck  a*  dep*h  of  2.3 

3.  Red  sand  a*  depth  of  2.2 

4.  Gray  clay  a*  dep*h  of  1.8 

5.  Bo**om  of  Pi*  6  at  dep*h  of  1.7 

6.  Bo**om  of  humus  at  depth  of  .3 

mhen  began  excava*ion  of  S160W65.  In  Level  3  found 
*he  ou*line  of  a  large  firepi*  wi*h  orange 
sides  and  a  charcoal  cen*er.  Took  a  carbon 
sample  from  i*  which  is  mainly  of  burned  bone. 
The  center  of  *he  firepit  is  a*  S1585W66 
and  i*  is  abou*  2.3  fee*  in  diame*er.  Plan  *o 
clean  i*  and  pho*ograph  i*  from  above.  S160V»r65 
produced  prodigious  amoun*s  of  bone  but 
rela*ively  few  ar+ifac*s. 

Also,  dug  in  SI 607/80  in  wha*  is  now  considered  Pit  8. 

I*  had  a  few  ar*ifac*s.  Here  I  suspect  from  the 
lack  of  bladele**es  and  arrow  points  +hat  we  are 
having  some  ar*ifac*  s*ealing.  Lord  help  anyone 
I  ca*ch  for  *here  is  a  $300  penalty  for  stealing 

ar*ifac*s  according  *o  *he  Ordnance  218. 

Also  con*inued  excava*ion  around  Pi*  7  in  square 
S135W10  and  S130W10. 


Augus4-  3. 

Firepit  2 

Carbon 
Sample  2 


PI4-  6 

Augus-*-  4. 

Augus4-  5 . 
Pi4-  6 

Photo  No. 

Pi4-  7 

Pi4-  7 A 


Pi4-  8 
Augus t  6. 


Did  a  grea4-  deal  of  work  in  the  S130  area  and 

excavated  S120,  S125,  S130,  S125W5,  S130V/5 
and  S135W10  and  S130W10  and  started  S130V;15. 

In  SI 301710  found  a  firepi-*-  along  the  5125 
profile  that  expends  -*-o  a  depth  of  2  fee-*-. 

Took  a  carbon  sample  from  it  of  mainly 
charcoal.  There  are  plenty  of  roo-*-le4-4-es  here 
bu-*-  i-*-  s+ill  v/ould  be  good  for  i+  could  date 
the  pottery.  This  firepit  2  in  reality  is 
inside  Pi4-  7  which  expends  over  -*-he  eas-*-  half 
of  S130W10,  all  of  S130V75 ,  the  wes4-  half  of 
S130  and  dies  ou4-  in  the  south  half  of  S120. 

In  the  meantime  went  after  Pit  6  in  S160W60  where 
it  appears  only  in  the  S.W.  corner.  However, 
However  the  edge  of  the  pit  was  very  rich. 

Continued  digging  in  Pit  8  in  S160W80  and  it  now 

appears  that  this  pi+  covers  all  of  S160W85  and 
may  run  in+o  S160W90.  It  also  extends  down  to 
the  permafrost. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  lune  took  photos  of  excavating 
artifacts  in  the  S160  trenches. 

Day  of  rest.  Counted  and  packed  all  artifacts.  Also 
repaired  screens,  etc. 

In  digging  along  the  N.E.  edge  of  Pit  6  in  Level  3 
came  across  a  sherd,  2  burins  and  a  number  of 
burin  spalls,  probably  belonging  to  one  of  +he 
burins.  This  is  jus+  eas+  of  firepit  2. 

13  Cleared  out  Firepit  1  in  square  S125W10  and  photo¬ 
graphed  it.  Also  got  more  carbon  from  it. 
Continued  digging  during  rest  of  afternoon. 

Firepit  l  extends  down  from  the  top  one -foot 
of  the  refuse  and  there  is  about  3  to  6  inches 
of  refuse  under  it.  Pit  7  also  ex+ends  down 
from  this  level.  In  square  S120  there  was  a 
small  round  pit  (2  feet  in  diameter  )  in  +he 
N.W.  corner.  It  extends  down  from  the  bottom 
of  the  refuse  and  is  known  as  7A.  It  con¬ 
tained  no  pottery  but  part  of  six  large  spear 
points  and  a  crude  burin. 

Finished  up  Pit  6  and  Firepit  l  and  then  opened  up 
square  S155Ti’,*60  which  appears  to  have  new  pit 
in  it.  Also,  finished  up  square  S160W75 ,  W80, 

W85  and  1/790  which  completed  excavation  of  Pit  8. 

Dug  out  +he  top  two  levels  of  S165W95 ,  S165V/100, 

S165W95  and  S165W90.  These  tWo  levels  are  full 
of  pottery  and  associated  micro-blades.  The 
pottery  is  grooved  and  very  thin  and  hard.  Also 
worked  on  S1301715  and  started  S125W10.  This  is  in 
^he  area  of  Pit  7. 
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August  6. 
( con’ d ) 


August  7. 
Pi4-  10 


August  8. 


Pi4-  7 


Alone  I  wen4-  up  and  dug  a  deep  pL+  in+-o  NiVk2  in 

square  N10E5  and  N10E10.  Here  a-*-  a  depth  of 

3  feet  found  our  muck  layer  with  bone  in  it  as 
well  as  a  couple  of  chips.  However,  in  this 
area  i4-  is  under  sand  rather  than  clay  bu4-  as 
one  goes  eastward  this  sand  is  replaced  by 
clay.  'T'he  top  refuse  of  this  area,  of  course, 
has  pottery  in  it .  Solid  permafros4-  kept  us 
from  getting  more  material  from  the  lower  muck 
layer. 

In  the  afternoon  June  took  a  series  of  movies  of 
excavating  artifacts,  etc.  I4-  also  snowed 
in  -t-he  evening.  A  huge  wind  ripped  another 
tent  as  well  as  blew  down  one. 

Dug  ou+  mos+  of  S155W60  and  par4-  of  S155W65.  I4-  had 

little  t  o  show  for  -Hie  effort.  This  is  also 
-•-rue  of  S155W80  and  °155W75.  However  S155W90 
and  W95  appear  +o  have  a  pit  in  it s  northern 
edge  which  we  will  excavate  later  (Pi-*-  10)  . 

Se4-  up  some  new  squares:  S55E5,  S55E10,  S55E15  and 
S55E20.  Dug  S55E5 .  I+-  has  abou4-  one  foot 

of  refuse  a4-  its  top  which  is  underlaid  by  2  feet 
of  wind-blown  sand.  Excep4-  for  a  few  scrapers  and 
a  couple  of  sherds,  i4-  is  very  poor. 

Continued  work  in  S120W10,  S120W15  and  S125W10  in 

Pi4-  7.  The  refuse  still  continues  +-o  a  depth  of 
almos4-  3  fee4-  and  many  cord-marked  rim  sherds 
appeared  associated  with  micro-blades  and 
bladelet +-es.  There  should  be  lit+le  doubt  Qf 
their  association.  It  also  has  a  good  deal  of 
bone  (mostly  caribou) .  However,  a  few  bone  tools 
appeared.  Some  of  them  may  be  flakers  and  awls. 

There  are,  however,  areas  of  refuse  under  and 
around  the  pit  with  sherds  4ha+  appear  to  be 
earlier  refuse  in  that  no  sherds  appear  and  in 
that  +he  hearth  area  with  sherds  photographed  is 
definitely  intrusive  into  this  refuse. 

Finished  S55E20  and  began  S55E15  and  S55E10.  From  the 
top  two  layers  a  new  l^ind  of  pottery  is  appearing. 

Some  of  it  looks  like  it  has  dentate  stamping 
while  others  look  like  cord-wrapped  stick-decorated 
or  fabric-impressed.  So  far  only  one  base  of  diamond¬ 
shaped  projectile  point  has  been  found  associated 
with  them. 

Also,  completed  S120W10  and  S120W15  down  to  Level  3  and 

4  in  Pi+  7.  Again  our  cord-marked  pottery 
appeared  associated  with  lamellar  flakes,  small 
concave-base  and  diamond-shaped  arrow  points.  We 
now  have  enough  from  this  area  t0  pret+y  well 
define  the  complex.  Since  this  is  with  carbon, 
we  should  be  able  t0  date  pret+-y  well.  In  the 
extreme  west  end  of  S120W15  we  found  a  layer  at 
the  bot+om  full  of  bone  htat  is  under  the  sane  and 
under  the  refuse  with  pot+ery.  Perhaps  here  we 
will  get  our  clear-cut  stratigraphy. 
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August  8 . 
( con’ d ) 


August  9 . 


Augus*  10. 


Pi*  11 


PI*  12 
Augus*  11. 


Augus*  12. 


Pi*  11 


Alex  worked  in  S155T765  and  W70  in  wha*  is  Pi*  9. 

I*  is  very  poor  in  ar*ifae*s.  However,  righ* 
a*  *he  bo**om,  perhaps  below  *  he  pi*,  he  did 
find  some  refuse  and  *wo  scrapers. 

This  was  a  day  for  surveying  so  opened  up  square 

S 607/7  60  and  S40W100  and  SI 20771 5 ,  and  con*inued 
work  in  S55E10  and  S55E15.  Mos*  all  *hese 
squares  were  very  unproduc*ive .  However, 

S55E10  and  S55E15  did  con*ain  a  fair  amoun*  of 
den*a+e  s*amp  po**ery. 

In  *he  af*ernoon  did  fur*her  surveying  (plane  *able 
mapping)  of  wes*  end  of  si*e  down  *o  *he  river. 

I*  *ook  an  ungodly  long  +ime  and  a  mis-reading 
made  for  *hree  hours  ex*ra  work  in  *he  evening. 

Boys  wen*  af*er  a  bear  and  missed  i+ . 

In  square  S60W760  in  Level  3  po**ery  began  *o 

appear.  This  po**ery  is  check-s camped .  I*  is 
in  a  s*ra*a  defini*ely  over  *he  burins,  e*c. 
found  in  S25-30V7800  general  area.  Also 
s*ar*ed  S657V760. 

Comple*ed  square  S55E1C  and  i*  had  even  more  den*a*e 
s*amp  po**ery  clear  down  in*o  *he  *hird  level. 
S*ar*ed  S60E20  and  S60E15.  Bo*h  had  po**ery 
in  Levels  1-2* 

Also  s*ar*ed  S120W25  and  W30 .  Bo+h  appear  *o  have 
one  large  pi*  in  *hem  (Pi*  11).  This  shall  be 
Pi*  11,  while  *he  pi*  in  S60E20-E15  par*icularly 
in  *he  S.E.  corner  of  S60E20  shall  be  known  as 
pi*  12. 

Vaca*ion.  Also,  snow,  slee*  and  *he  boys  missed 
*wo  caribou. 

Dug  S607720  and  S65W20  which  produced  some  po+*ery. 
However,  S60W15  produced  large  quan*i*ies. 

V/hile  i*  s*ill  bears  den*a*e  s*amp  or  linear 
punch,  i*  is  very  *hick  and  has  heavy  gravel 
*emper  like  Thule  ware.  A  small  s*emmed 
poin*  was  found  associa*ed  wi*h  i*,  while  in 
Level  1  was  a  single  piece  of  ground  sla*e. 

Square  S120W25-W30  also  were  dug  and  mos*  of  *he 

ma*erial  came  from  a  large  pi*.  There  were  a 
few  bladele**es  and  lamellar  flakes  as  well  as 
*wo  pieces  of  po**ery.  This  again  looks  like 
*he  s*uff  from  around  Eirepi*  1. 

Square  ST  607770  and  7/60  were  dug  *ha*  are  s*ill  par* 
of  *he  same  firepi*.  The  po**ery  is  like 
around  Firepi*  1. 

S+ar*ed  S115W10,  V/20,  7730.  These  were  dug  into  Pi*  7 
and  Pi*  11. 


Augus*  13. 


Allans4-  13. 
( con’ d ) 


August  14. 

Pi4-  7-11 
August  15. 

Pi4-  11 


Dug  S55 ,  S60,  S65,  S70W760  and  still  an  finding 

pot+ery  but  it  looks  more  linear  punched  than 
check  stamped. 

S60V/10  and  W15  produced  more  pot+ery  but  still  no 
other  artifacts. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  in  S55W760  found  under  the 

po+tery  a  1-inch-thick  burned  red  layer.  This 
probably  connects  wi+h  those  down  +he  bank  in 
W790  +■  o  810,  S10  ■*- o  S30.  However,  i4-  seems  to 
run  up  the  hill. 

In  the  center  pi4-  N10E5  began  digging  in  lower  muck 
layer  again.  This  4-ime  found  a  large  plano¬ 
convex  end-scraper  associated  with  bone  33  inches 
below  the  surface.  This  is  not  only  under 
s+ratified  (waterlaid)  sands  but  these  in  turn 
are  under  the  gray  clay. 

Continued  digging  in  S115W10  in  Level  3  in  what 

appears  +o  be  a  northward  extension  of  Pit  7; 
found  a  very  nice  bone  spear  point  with  a 
slot  for  a  side  blade  and  a  notch  for  attaching 
the  point  to  the  shaft. 

Continued  working  in  S50,  S55,  S60  and  W760  in  what 
appears  to  be  a  large  pit  or  depression  of 
refuse,  ^he  pottery  really  began  to  come  ou+ 
now  and  it  appears  t0  be  che ck- stamped .  Also 
two  net  sinkers  and  two  end-scrapers  appeared 
with  it. 

Other  work  consisted  of  continuing  in  S115W10  and 
S115W20  and  S115W30.  Finished  them  by  the 
end  of  the  day  but  there  was  little  wor-f-hy 
of  note  found. 

Continued  into  S45W765  and  again  found  more  of  the 
eh6ck-stamped  pottery.  Now  i+  is  really 
apparent  that  i+  is  over  the  lower,  middle  and 
upper  reddish  layer  under  the  gray  clay  of 
S800  etc. 

Between  a  caribou  (the  third  we  didn’t  get)  and 
loading  June’s  stuff  to  +he  lake,  we  might 
jus4-  as  well  not  have  worked  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  but  we  did  manage  to  finish  S115W15  and 
S115W25  (respectively  Pit  7  and  11).  In  the 
mucks  under  S115V<r15  found  considerable  amounts 
of  bone  as  well  as  some  sort  of  large 
bifacial  blade.  This  gives  further  strati¬ 
graphy  for  the  area  which  may  be  summarized 
as  follows: 

1.  Grooved  paddle  horizon  -  humus  -  Pit  H 

2.  Cord-marked  horizon  -  Pit  7 

3.  Lower  part  of  Pit  7  and  Pit  7A  -  Cape 

Denbigh 


4. 


Lower  muck  -  scraper. 


August  15. 
( con’ d ) 


Carbon  14 
sample 


Pho*o  No. 


Augus4-  16. 


Firepi4-  4 

Carbon 

sample 

Photo  No. 


Augus4-  17 . 
Pi4-  4 


Pi4-  15 


In  +he  late  afternoon  finished  up  Pi4-  11  which 

revealed  *ha*  in  its  upper  level  ■♦•here  were  a 
few  sherds  but  as  one  went  down  the  sherds 
and  bladelettes  disappeared  and  ♦-he  lamellar 
flakes,  burins,  and  big  end-scrapers  increased. 

In  one  section  of  Pi4-  11  ♦-here  was  a  large 
burned  area  wi*h  small  amounts  of  charcoal 
from  which  we  go+  a  carbon  14  sample. 

Late  in  ♦-he  afternoon  dug  S607.T475  which  revealed 
reddish  soil  going  to  a  depth  of  one  foo*  bu* 
no  refuse- 

Finished  profile  from  S110W10  +0  S110W25.  Drew  i* 
and  photographed  i4-. 

Today  we  moved  back  into  NiVk  2.  Square  N15  down 
*0  ♦-he  muck  layer  and  through  Pi4-  13  that 
contained  absolutely  nothing  in  it.  in  the 
meantime  square  N15E15  was  dug  as  were 
N10E15,  N5E15  and  E15  as  well  as  N5E20.  Only 
E15  contained  material  o-*-her  than  bone  and 
chips.  Also  all  of  these  are  in  par*  of  Pit  4. 
E15  produced  about  200  small  thin  hard  pot¬ 
sherds  with  a  brushed  surface.  In  square 
N5E20 ,  right  in  the  center  of  a  foot  depth, 
was  a  nest  of  boulders  wi*h  charcoal  amongs-f- 
*hem.  This  is  also  a  firepi*  (4),  and  a  small 
carbon  sample  was  taken  from  i*.  Photographed. 

Also,  *ook  a  carbon  sample  of  ro**ed  vegetation  from 
the  mucks  under  square  N15. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  dug  square  S10E15  (S5E15 

already  having  been  dug)  which  seems  to  be  in 
a  new  area  of  refuse  *ha*  probably  extends 
eastward.  It  is  in  a  low  depression  of  refuse 
containing  many  chips,  spear  points,  burins, 
lamellar  flakes,  and  very  li**le  bone.  This 
again  looks  like  early  Denbigh. 

Excavation  also  continued  in  S45W760  and  S47V/765  and 
s*ar*ed  S40W765.  All  contained  check- stamped 
po++ery  and  a  small  side  blade,  end- scraper 
and  net  sinker  also  occurred.  In  S40W765  and 
S45*V765  and  S50W7  65  *he  lower  s*ra*ified  sands 
contain  bone  and  are  undoubtedly  connected  wi+h 
the  area  *0  *he  wes*. 

Continued  work  in  N15E15  and  N10E15,  N10E20  and 

N10E10.  All  these  are  in  Pit  4  which  contained 
pottery  in  N10E5.  A  few  sherds  appeared  in 
N10E25 . 

Also  continued  digging  in  S10E20  which  appears  to  be 

another  pit  without  po+tery  but  with  arrow  point, 
lamellar  flakes,  burins,  e*c. 
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TELE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  PRESS 


August  17. 
( con’ d ) 


August  18. 
August  19. 

August  20. 
Pi4-  15 

Augus4-  21. 


Pi4-  15 


Augus4-  22. 


Dug  S35,  S40  of  777  65  which  produced  further 
po+tery  as  well  as  a  side  blade  and  bone 
of  a  projectile  poin4- . 

In  •♦•he  afternoon  supply  plane  came  and  June 
wen4-  ou4- . 

Big  wind  a4-  nigh-*-  4-ore  all  +ems  and  levelled 
-•-hem. 

Big  wind  on  day  off. 

Bebuil4-  camp  and  sen4-  boys  4-o  -•-he  lake  for 
supplies . 

Also  dug  S40V/760  and  S10E20. 

Pu4-  concentra+ed  effor4-  on  Pi4-  15  and  dug 
S5E20,  S10E20,  S5E25,  S10E25,  S15E25 . 

I4-  produced  a  fair  amount  of  artifacts 
without  pot+ery  and  looks  like  older 
kind  of  Cape  Denbigh. 

Also  dug  S3 57.7 65  and  S35W760,  with  little 
success. 

Finished  up  square  S35W765  and  S357760  wi+hout 
finding  much  more  check- stamped  pot+ery. 
^he  cultural  association  with  these  sherds 
is  very  poor  but  +  he  refuse  seems  to 
have  run  out  and  is  get+ing  less  in  each 
square . 

Also  finished  up  the  rest  of  Pit  15  in  S15E25 
with  little  success.  Got  a  few  more 
lamellar  flakes.  This  again  seems  t0  he 
an  early  Denbigh  manifestation  like 
Trail  Creek.  Got  a  fair  Carbon  14  sample 
from  it. 

In  the  late  afternoon  excavated  the  rest  of 
Pit  11  in  square  S170W25.  It  con+ained 
a  few  ar+ifacts  (scrapers)  and  no  po++ery. 

Finished  up  square  S155W70. 

Transferred  everybody  back  to  the  big  sou+h 
trench.  Started  square  S155W40  which 
has  a  large  pit  in  it  with  pot+ery  and 
quite  a  number  of  associated  stone 
artifacts . 

Also  began  S155W50  which  seems  to  have  a  fair 
depth  of  refuse  as  well  as  S1507V80 . 


Just  as  we  got  going  good  it  began  t0  rain  and 
we  lost  half  a  day. 


August  23 . 
Pi*  17 

Pit  16 

August  24. 

Flint  Creek 
House  2 


Flin4-  Creek 
House  3 


Began  work  in  S150W80  and  took  i4-  down  four 
levels  (24TT)  .  -"he  upper  three  levels 
were  in  a  pi4-  that  intruded  into  some 
refuse  in  Level  4.  Bo4-!!  had  cultural 

material  and  4-here  is  evidence  of 
stratigraphy. 

Pit  16  found  in  S155V/40  was  very  productive 
to  a  dep+h  of  two  feet.  3>  also  just 
extended  into  the  S.E.  corner  of 
S1557.r45 .  In  S155W35  it  seemed  +o  extend 
over  the  whole  square  and  there  it  was 
very  produc+ive  in  Level  1. 

Wen+  to  Flint  Creek  in  the  morning  and  made  a 
rough  map  with  tape  and  compass.  He -looked 
at  house,  one  Alex, Roland  and  I  dug  in 
last  year;  then  went  4.0  work  on  the  other 
two  houses. 


House  2  had  a  short  entrance  way  and  a  cup¬ 
board  t0  the  right  of  it.  it  was 
relatively  deep  and  had  a  board  floor. 
Most  noticeable,  however,  was  a  thick 
roofing  of  sods  which  had  on  their  top 
a  series  of  large  rocks.  In  the  half 
opposite  the  entrance  way  found  a  bench 
of  large  boulders,  evidently  indicating 
the  bed  area,  '"he  roof  contained  a 
number  of  artifacts  (mainly  four  whale¬ 
bone  mattocks)  while  the  floor  itself 
was  relatively  clean,  though  it  did  con¬ 
tain  some  ground  slate.  This  excavation 
was  photographed  as  to  the  whole  house, 
then  when  the  rocks  had  been  removed, 
and  then  of  the  rocks  on  the  house  beams. 


""he  other  house  further  from  the  bank  had  the 
same  general  outline  and  form  as  the  other. 
However,  it  had  a  thin  sod  roofing  wi+h 
few  boulders  on  top.  The  house  was  photo¬ 
graphed  when  the  sod  had  been  removed. 

Then  we  began  stripping  down  to  the  floor 
that  was  paved  with  flat  slabs  and 
rectangular  plates.  A  fire  hearth  was  in 
the  cupboard  as  was  a  post  with  rectangular 
reinforcements.  Roof  beams  occurred  on 
two  sides  indicating  a  square  log  cabin 
effect,  with  the  points  of  the  log  in  the 
middle  of  the  vails.  Across  the  back  half 
were  a  few  large  boulders  defining  a 
raised  paved  bed  platform.  The  floor  was 
well  burned  and  art i fact s , including  fwo 
harpoons,  were  abundant. 


In  the  evening  walked  up  the  Firth  River  past 
the  first  creek  wi+h  timber. 


August  25. 


August  26. 
Pi*  17 


Pi*  16 


S*ra*igraphy 
in  Pi*  16 


Augus*  27. 


Rain  all  day  t>u*  never*heless  walked  *o  Horseshoe 
Bend  and  back  *o  camp.  The  creek  jus* 
before  *he  bend  should  be  very  produc*ive. 

Finished  up  square  S150W85  and  go-*-  ou+  *he 
refuse  under  Pi*  17. 

*"hen  wen*  in*o  square  SI 60V/ 40 ,  S150V/40  and 
S150V/35,all  inside  Pi*  16.  They  are  pro¬ 
ducing  a  few  den*a*e- stamped  sherds 
along  wi*h  *he  grooved-paddle  ones. 

This  is  good  because  *he  pi*  has  yielded 
many  ar*ifac*s  which  mus*  be  considered 
associa*ed  wi*h  den*a*e-s*amped  and 
grooved  paddle. 

Also  began  excava*ion  in  square  S155W30  which 
seems  *o  be  in  a  new  pi*  yielding  no 
po**ery.  I*,  however,  is  giving  off  a 
fair  number  of  arrow  poin*s,  so  i*  is 
La*e  Denbigh.  Pi-*-  16  again  has  -*-he 
general  ou*line  of  some  sor*  of  house  bu* 
i*  is  difficul*  -*-0  say  defini*ely  as  +here 
are  no  pos*s  or  hear*hs. 

However,  one  *hing  is  impor*an* ,  *here  may  be 
s*ra*igraphy  be*ween  *he  den-*-a*e-s-*-amp 
and  grooved  paddle  in  *his  pi-*- . 

Had  a  limi*ed  crew  and  rain  mos*  of  *he  day  bu* 
dug  S160W40  and  S150W35  in  Pi*  16  as  well 
as  S150W40.  I*  produced  grea*  quan-*-i-*-ies 
of  po**ery. 

In  *he  mean*ime,  worked  in  area  surrounding 

Pi*  17  where  refuse  is  under  -*-he  pi*.  In 
o*her  words,  all  ar+-ifac*s  from  any  level  3 
and  any  level  2  excep*  in  *he  pi-*-  are  under 
i*  in  squares  S150Y/85 ,  S145W80  and  S145W75. 

moday  I  believe,  in  spi*e  of  *he  dif f icul*ies , 
we  wen-*-  over  *he  1,000-mark  for  s*one 
ar*ifac*s  and  have  abou-*-  500  pieces  of 
worked  bone  and  somewhere  be*ween  6,000  and 
8,000  pieces  of  po-*-*ery.  There  is,  of  course, 
some  ma*erial  from  -*-he  refuse  bu*  mos*  came 
from  pi*s.  The  pi*s  can  immedia*ely  be 
divided  in*o  *wo  ca*egories:  *hose  wi+-h 
po**ery,such  as  (1,  6,  4,  16,  17,  7,  11,  10, 

12,  13,  14)  and  *hose  wi*hou*  (2,  3,  5,  7A, 

15,  8,  9,  18).  In  *erms  of  cultural 
associa*ions  *he  sequence  may  be  *he  following: 
('’’his  should  be  checked  in  *he  lab.) 


Augus*  25. 


Augus*  26. 
Pi*  17 


Pi*  16 


S*ra*igraphy 
in  Pi*  16 


Augus*  27. 


1.  Surface  and  Flin-*-  Creek 

2.  S30  ,  S60V/7  60 -W7  65 

3.  Pi*  I'd  and  par*  of  Pi*  16 


Thule 

Old  Bering  Sea 
Fir*h  River 

Den*a*e 
Fir*h  River 

Grooved 


4.  Pi*  6,4,  17,  10,  11, 

13-14 


V. 


Augus-  27  . 
( con' d ) 


Augus-  28. 


Pi-  10 


Pi-  17 


Pi-  16 


Augus-  29. 
Pi-  19 


Pi-  20-17 


Pi-  19 


5. 

Pi- 

7,  1 

-  Fir-h  .River  Corded. 

6. 

Pi- 

2  ,  3  ,  5  , 

8,  9,  18 

-  New  Moun-ain 

7. 

Pi- 

7A,  15(? 
under  17 

) ,  and 

-  Engigs-ciak 

In  -he  morning  finished  S150W95  and  Pi-  10. 

Excep-  for  -he  -op  level  which  had  po--ery, 
i-  was  s-erile,  wi-h  few  bones. 

Also  continued  working  in  Pi-  17  in  squares 

S145Y/80  and  S145W75.  In  bo+h  -hese  areas 
■•-here  was  refuse  under  -he  pi-  -ha-  pro¬ 
duced  ar-ifac-s. 

mhen  dug  sou-h  half  of  S145W30  in  Pi-  16  which 
s+ill  produced  some  ar-ifac-s.  This  is  a 
very  elonga-e  pi-*-,  shallow  on  -he  nor-h 
end  and  s-*-eep  and  deep  -o  -*-he  sou-*-h. 

However,  -he  more  produc-ive  par-  of  -he  day  was 
spen-  on  Pi-  18  which  is  abou-  15  fee-  long 
and  3  fee-  wide.  I-  ended  in  S150W25  and 
seems  +o  have  begun  S160Y/35.  I-  yielded  a 
number  of  ar-ifac-s  ( including/  spear  base 
from  S155W35,  Level  1,  which  was  pu-  in  wi-h 
Pi-  16)  -ha-  include  a  number  of  arrow  poin- 
bases,  burins,  lamellar  flakes,  a  few  small 
side  blades  and  spear  poin-s.  I-  con-ras-s 
markedly  wi-h  Pi-  16  wi+h  po--ery,  s-raigh-- 
s-emmed  arrow  poin-s,  large  side  blades, 
many  bone  -ools  bu-  no  burins,  few  or  no 
lamellar  flakes,  and  li--le,  if  any,  spear 
poin-s.  'T,hough  +he  profile  does  no-  show 
i- ,  -he  pi-s  migh-  come  from  differen-  levels 
as  Pi-  16  has  s-eep  sides  as  if  i-  came  from 
a  floor  level  somewhere  above  -he  presen- 
ground  while  Pi-  18  has  sloping  sidess  as  if 
i-  was  dug  from  jus-  belo w  -he  presen-  humus. 

S-ar-ed  S145W25  and  W20  in  wha-  appears  -o  be  a 
new  pi-  running  eas-  and  wes-.  I-  also  was 
found  -o  ex-end  in  S150Y720 .  However  in  -he 
-op  levels  i-  was  no-  produc-ive  and 
S150W20  yielded  a  single  small  sherd. 

Finally  go-  SI  4  5777  5  done  and  i-  looks  like  a  new 
pi-  is  appearing  in  i- ,  Pi-  20.  However,  i+ 
is  very  small  so  moved  in  S145Y.T85  where 
-here  is  s-ill  an  edge  of  Pi-  17.  La-er  dug 
S145Y/70  and  S150W70.  Bo-h  had  refuse  -o  a 
dep-h  of  -wo  fee-. 

In  -he  af-ernoon  comple-ed  S150V/20,  S145W20, 
S150Y725,  SI 457725 ,  S150E30,  S145V730  and 
S145V735  in  working  around  Pi-  19.  I-  was 
no-  a  good  pi-  bu-  yielded  no  po--ery  so 
we  did  no-  con-inue. 


Aliens-1-*  30. 


Augus*  31 . 


Pi*  21 


Sep*.  1. 


Sep*.  2. 


Dug  SI 5 07790 ,  S150W75,  S145W95 ,  all  of  which  are 

in  an  area  of  intense  burning.  Also  finished 
up  square  S145Y/35  and  *he  res*  of  Pi*  16, 

Snowed  *oo  hard  in  *he  af*ernoon  *o  work,  so 
closed  down. 

Dug  S140V795  and  S1507790  in  morning  as  well  as 

dug  *wo  squares  down  in  *he  area  of  Pi*  20. 
jut  *2  aAr  sliv  vJi*  r?  ^ 

■"hen  dug  *hree  squares  down  *he  hill  in  S37077275 , 

S3 7 07728 6  and  S3707/285  in  wha*  appears  *o  be 
Pi*  21.  I*  was  very  produc*ive  *hough  *he 
refuse  was  no*  over  18”  deep.  Collec*ed  a 
carbon  sample  from  i*  from  wha*  looks  like 
a  pure  Cape  Denbigh-New  Moun+ain  complex. 

Also  dug  S470E125  (+25) 

In  *he  morning  made  *wo  *rips  wi*h  *he  boys  *o 
move  camp.  Se*  up  *en*s  on  Zupko  Lake. 

A*e  lunch  in  camp. 

■"hen  in  *he  af*ernoon  fog  and  rain  rolled  in  and 
finished  moving  camp. 

tfwo  of  *he  boys  and  I  managed  *o  ge*  los*  in  *he 
fog  bringing  las+  equipmen*  over. 

Also  kep*  running  in*o  large  herds  of  caribou 
all  af*ernoon. 

Rained  nos*  of  *he  nigh*  and  all  *en  of  us 
crowded  in*o  *he  *en+-. 

Early  in  *he  morning  had  abou*  2”  of  snow.  Wai*ed 
around  for  *he  plane  bu+  in  *he  af*ernoon  *he 
wea*her  was  so  bad  *ha*  i*  became  safe  +o 
leave  *he  lake.  During  *he  six  hours  in  -t-he 
af*ernoon,  wen*  eas*  from  *he  si*e  *o  *he 
edge  of  *he  moun*ain  *o  examine  *he  gravel 
bars  we  had  no*ed  from  *he  air.  Walked  *hem 
ou*  very  carefully,  *aking  level  readings  and 
checking  *he  pebble  con*en*  of  each.  There 
is  no  doub*  *ha*  *hese  are  old  ocean  beaches, 
'"hey  appear  *o  run  up  *o  400  or  500  fee* 
above  sea  level.  Judging  from  *his,  I  grea*ly 
suspec*  *ha*  *he  gray  clays  *ha*  covered  our 
earlies*  cul*ure  ma*erial  a*  *he  si+e  were 
laid  down  by  *he  ocean  when  *hese  were  ac+ive 
beaches.  On  *he  way  back  *o  camp  examined  *he 
gravel  bar  jus*  sou*h  of  Zupko  Lake,  ""here  is 
li**le  doub*  *ha*  *his  gravel  bar  is  an  esker. 
An  examina*ion  of  *he  areal  pho*ographs 
indica*e  o+her  gravel  bars  eas*  and  wes*  of  i* 
*ha*  are  remnan*s  of  *his  same  esker. 
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Sep-*-.  3. 


Sep-*-.  4. 
Sep-*- .  5  . 


Sep-*-.  6. 
Sep-*- .  7 . 
Sep-*-.  8. 
Sep-*-.  9. 

Sep-*-.  10. 


Sep-*-.  11. 
Sep-*-.  12. 
Sep-*-.  13. 
Sep-*-.  14-15 


Waited  most  of  the  day  but  -*-he  weather  was 
alternately  clear  and  foggy,  lust  at 
supper  tixne  when  we  all  had  finally  unpacked 
again  and  given  up  hope  of  the  plane  arriving 
today,  C.P.A.  wi+h  i-*-s  usual  proclivity  for 
inconveniencing  one,  arrived.  However,  i 
must  admit  Hill  was  most  co-operative  in 
allowing  us  to  put  all  equipment  on  the  plane, 
even  though  we  were  probably  as  much  as  400  or 
500  lbs.  over-loaded.  Played  hide  and  seek 
with  fog  and  rain  all  the  way  from  Firth  River 
to  Aklavik  and  managed  to  sneak  into  nklavik 
in  the  last  bit  of  clear  sky  for  the  next  48 
hours . 

Rested  and  carted  equipment  from  the  docks  to 
Northern  Affairs  storage  shacks. 

Labour  Day  in  Aklavik  and  was  unable  to  pay  off 

workers  or  do  any  re-packing.  Incidentally, 
af+er  just  barely  being  able  to  drag  all  my 
equipment  from  the  Firth  River  to  Aklavik,  I 
found  a  letter  in  Aklavik  instructing  me  to 
leave  the  equipment  at  +he  Firth  River  in 
preparation  for  the  next  year’s  dig.  Mistakes 
such  as  these,  emphasize  the  necessity  for 
having  a  two-way  radio  at  -t-he  Firth  River  next 
season.  If  there  had  been  a  two-way  radio 
-•-his  season,  two  of  the  airplane  tripS ,  coming 
to  about  ^400,  might  have  been  avoided. 

Paid  off  workmen  and  my  various  debts  in  Aklavik. 

Hade  ou-»-  expense  account  for  July  and  August. 

Re-packed  equipment  -*-o  be  left  in  Aklavik. 

Readied  +he  tents  and  bone  material  for  shipment 
to  Ot+awa. 

Took  Ottawa  shipment  -»-o  Hudson  Bay  shipping  dock  and 
filled  out  forms  for  its  shipment.  Also  had 
Northern  Affairs  officer  check  in  -*-he  equip¬ 
ment  I  am  leaving  in  Aklavik,  which  consists 
of  -*-hree  storage  barrels  full  of  equipment 
and  a  package  of  shovels. 

No  work. 

Came  out  from  Aklavik  +o  Norman  7/e  11s. 

Norman  Wells  to  Edmonton. 

Edmonton  to  Ottawa. 
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The  field  party  left  the  Katlonal  Mtts  um  at 
Ottawa*  Ontario  on  June  2,  1055.  Most  of  the  month  of  June  was 
consumed  in  convoying  said  equipment  to  >lavlk,N  Tj  mrchoaing 
sm>nlies;and  obtaining  labor; and  adequate  transportation.  tHT| 
was  found  for  a  assail  amount  of  archaeological  reconnaissance. 
Three  sites  were  iaoovered  end  a  few  artifacts  collected  v.hile 
a  nurber  of  possible  site  locations  were  observed  from  the  nir 
in  the  daeFenale  delta  region  and  the  northern  extremities  of  the 
v;  kon. 


rue  to  a  lste  melting  of  ice  the  expedition  did 
not  arrive  an  location  at  the  :if iglociak  alls  on  the  Firth  Iver 
near  the  rctlo  Ocean  until  July  ?th  {  in  spite  of  three  abortative 
attempts  that  were  halted  I  A  weather) t0an  in  eeap  about  , i  : 
man  hours  were  spent  excavating  ltd  five  foot  squares  to  an  overage 
deoth  of  two  feet  (  or  about  8,150  cubic  fe«t  of  earth)  on  the 
archaeological  site  , designated  ftlYk  1  by  the  National  useum 
of  Canada.  The  personnel  that  accomplished  thla  teak  consisted  of j 

Dr.  F.S.UaaNalah*  field  nsrty  cliief 
Mrs.  .  .  oNelsh, expedition  p  ot  -rapher 
ra.  label  otefaneaon,  cook 
r.  Jftlil  Jawed,  tuclent  worker 
r.  .lex  tefeneaon,  local  labourer 
Mr.  3andy  "  *  • 

F ugh  Rogers  w  * 

MT.  Fltjah  Allen  "  • 

r.  Frank  tefensaon  ,  >art»ti.  e  volunteer  labourer 

r.  illiew  • 

Miss  Oeorrlna  »*♦**»»  « 

*r ior  to  excavation  a  &*riea  of  stakes  100  feet 
appart  were  sunk  along  the  cardinal  coord  ins tod  end  centering  in 
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•r««  of  seemingly  greatest  amount  of  orehlstoric  occupation. 

This  crocs  of  stakes  become  the  basis  for  marking  off  the  euffooe 
of  the  rround  nto  «  a  rles  of  horiaontal  five  foot  squares  or  grid 
that  were  distinctively  designated  by  a  ayste~  co  on  to  rchaeol  ry,  , 
t  a  somewhat  later  date  a  one  foot  contour  mnp  was  mde  of  the 
whole  area  (  2,400,000  square  feet)  by  *1 une  table  and  Aledaid© 
and  the  looation  of  the  numbered  squares  accurately  lotted,  'his 
duo  vas  tied  in  with  prominent  permanent  -  eo graphical  features  of 
the  region  an  well  os  with  two  surveying  pins  (relocation  markers} 
buried  under  stone  cairns. 

J4o ut  of  the  designated  squares  vere  excrvated  by 
pairs  of  v.or  ©n  us '  r»g  small  pointed  plastering  trowels.  As  a  rule 
the  earth  of  ftech  square  was  first  removed  by  trowel  in  six  inch 
®rbitr*jry  levela  or  natural  trnts  of  lesser  thlo  nese  and  then 
nit  through  a  one  rter  inoh  mesh  screen,  The  artifacts, hones  and  , 
other  remains  were  then  placed  in  epprop lately  labelled  sacks,  ar ly 
In  the  aoaaon  alternate  five  fo  t  squares  ere  dug  first  and  then 
later  connected  making  long  narrow  trenches.  The  erticol  soil 
profiles  or  walla  of  these  trenches  (and  in  ao  olsl  coses  the  floors) 
uoon  completion  to  sterile  soil — isro-mi:.*!  had  tholr  stratigraphy 
sketched  and  in  many  oases  photographed ,  However  ea  our  understanding 
of  the  alto  or  greased  squares  ere  tested  for  refuse  oxpita  which 
when  located  were  ug  by  the  previously  mentioned  technique  as 
individual  features.  The  location  ;  contours  of  these  its  or  feature! 
when  completely  cleaned  out  3  drawn  »nd  sometimes  phot  . 

A  few  special  ci  ota  were  photo  raphed  in  altu,  ut  £C00  feet 
of  1dm  oolor  iovlng  picture  as  token  of  the  •  lg*  aa  waives  of 
the  life  in  c  :,d  the  spectacular  Aftcxy*  reside  these  records 
of  our  endeavors  ally  field  notes  refered  to  such  mnttere  as  the 
progress  of  excavation,  the  cultural  ©ad  ©oil  contorts  of  each 
Individual  square, the  descri  ption  of  *  he  cultural  features,  the 
stratigraphy,  the  ealo  7,  the  >hotr  r  ihr.  te;  on, the  catelogu©  of 
oateriels  uncovered ,  r  *  imlnery  tnteroretatlons  of  as* erlals  and 
speculations  a^out  the  me©  inga  of  said  cultural  remains. 

In  reo  ity  this  Pas  ns  excavations  ore  only  a 
o^*e]  luin^ry  testing  of  this  site  that  is  spread  over  ts  region 
r  uglily  l  CO  by  600  feet,  lx  units  of  from  10  to  68  connected 
five  foot  lucres  \  ere  egtUMCd  es  well  as  five  teat  hples  of  from 
one  to  three  connected  five  foot  squares,  Fealds  these  a  small  s 

nearby  almo  elta  was  ouraiorily  «.*  d  ;  In  18  five  foot  aquarea, 
ven  up  to  the  1  at  few  h:ure  of  our  atty  on  the  i  irth  1  Ivor  now 
tyoea  or  -  iruia  of  tools  were  being  uncovered  end  n>.cvr  con  mtreti  ms 
of  deep  artifact  Soaring  refuse  being  discovered,  '  v  rt  close,  in 
b  ite^xhe  counter, t  stream  of  archaeological  ouprises,  the  incle.  ant 
wee' her,  the  relatively  inedequnte  e  or.t,  thedeleys  caused  by. 
ooor  trensoortetion  end  a  wor  lng  crew  the<t  w«s'f<?,ro£i  ^ood  I  believe 
re  did  obtein  an  adequate  as  r>le  of  the  major  inds  of  culture  1 
re  .a! ns  thet  occur  In  this  ancient  occuoation  »ro  . 
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ore  than  1,300  stone  artifacts  or  fray  ents  thereof, 
over  t&JXr  b  ne  tools  or  nieces  of  bone  fashioned  by  hu  .on  hands, 
from  6, 0C0  to  10,000  notsherds  (  tony  of  which  are  admittedly  s  p!1^, 
more  than  1C, 000  identlfible  bone  fra  wants (  ndfcent  food  remains), 
and  an  even  larger  number  of  flint  chips  and  splinters  of  b  ne  t ere 
vary  curefully  exhumed.  Best  e  these  vestiges  of  man  eight  different 
soil  samples  from  crucial  loci  ware  collected-aloag  to  aid  in  the 
reologloal  Interpretations  of  the  site  as  well  as  IS  samples  of 
carbonized  material  that  should  be  of  assistance  ift  datln^  the  various 
cultural  horizons,  further  ore  nine  botanical  specimens(  of  wood, 
pollen, peat  and  plants)  '  ere  preserved  in  the  hope  that  we  mey  obtain 
nn  adequate  ^construction  of  the  ancient  flora  and  climate  that 
existed  during  men* a  stay  at  the  site. 


Host  of  the  archaeological  remains  mentioned  above 
h  ve  been  catalogued, nu  bered  and  sore  preli olnary  sorting, olar  ifcatioj 
o  id  coup  risions  ave  been  completed,  y  impression  is  that  small 
portions  of  the  site  were  seasonally  a  d  spasmodically  occupied  by 
different  small  groups  during  a  very  long  time  period.  From  the 
various  small  patches  of  refuse  s»nd  its  nine  distlctive  artifact 
assemblages  re-occur.  At  present  they  are  called;  the  British  t., 
Bngigtsciak,  ew  -o unto  in,  Firth  Ivor  Corded,  Firth  r Ivor  Grooved 
Saddle,  irth  rivor  Dentate  Stamp,  Cliff,  hiteflsh  •  totion  and 
Rershell  Ialand  coplexes  or  orisons.  o  ere  on  the  site  have  all 
nine  been  f  und  one  on  ton  of  the  other (  tho  h  I  would  not  be  supplied 
If  future  excavations oh  soots).  However  various  portions  of  our 
investigations  yielded  from  two  to  five  of  the  complexes  0  o  at  >ve 
the  other,  A  correlation  and  interdigitating  of  these  regions  with 
cultural  stratigr?  >hy  allow  one  to  arrange  the  complexes  into  a 
tentative  cultural  sequence.  The  following  chart  illustrates  this  . 
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b  yot  the  materials  from  tho  site  have  not  ***  iz  '?v! 

hut  notes  and  observations  were  made  during  catelo.  uJj%  -»v >e 

field  and  some  preliminary  study  of  them  were  made  ertrrvs 
I  believe  ray  tentative  conclusions  and  descriptions  are  way**  v(?C4vC 
ing  this  report  for  the  purpose  of  telling  Just  what  wo  did  /»</ 
well  s  to  place  m  record  ray  thoughts  «nd  !  orea» Ions  cancer**^ 
them  «t  the  end  of  the  digging*  uch  ore  not  for  -nihil cation  nolr 
are  they  Mw  ICO  percent  cotaBsst 

fTCie  earliest  remains  we  found  consist  of  6  large  piano, 
convex  end  scrapers, 5  large  flikn  side  scrapers,  a  chopper  and  one 
large  ovoid  biface,  iheae  were  associated  with  mucks  and  bones 
on  the  rock  surface  of  the  hill  under  sands  and  r ray  clays.  The 
bones  seem  to  be  mainly  caribou  but  a  few  teeth  seen,  to  be  those  of 
a  horse.  The  ray  eleys  above  the  artifacts  seem  to  fce-aLtheS  have 
bean  either  deposited  by  perlrlacial  outwesh  or  to  have  been 
deposited  by  the  sea  or  ocean  when  the  sea  level  wee  r?8  higher 
then  the  present,  .a  yst  we  sen  but  speculate  about  this  earliest 
horizon  called  the  British  Vt.  Complex.  Two  questions  seem  to  be 
of  importance  for  the  understanding  of  this  complex.  Did  these  people 
live  here  during  some  interglaoiel  stage  which  wae  followed  by 
a  period  of  glaciation  during  which  the  clays  were  deposited  by 
the  ocean  or  the  debris  from  some  melting  -lacier?  and  was  this 
glacier  -torpor &ily  equivalent  to  the  l-:$eato  from  if  , 000  to  £3,000 
yeera  Bpo.  r©  not  thase  tools  ai ail  11  or  to  some  of  the  paleolithic 
of  vsla  8 


The  second  complex  called  rnglgtscioJc  may  be  better  defined 
.a  eb*>ut  WO  nrtlfaets  belong  to  it. Characteristic  of  this  horizon 
are  large  leef  shaped  spear  points  with  btrairht  or  concave  bases 
(s-oc.e  of  -  hioh  ujy  b«  classified  as  Fla  inview  sad  ngoatura  points) 
large  burins  with  or  without  retouched  or  back-blunted  edgoa,  dcro- 
blades  or  lamellar  flukes  (a  few  of  which  may  have  come  from  tonrue 
shaped  polyhedral  cores), bur in  spalls  and  turtle  shaped  end  scrapers, 
.ire  general  traits  include  flat  topped  s.u-nosed  end  crapers, side 
ecTHPers, tear  drop  shaped  sneer  points, lrge  bifacas  ovoid  in  outline 
and  iossibly  a  few  small  delicately  retouched  half -moon  shaped 
aide  blades,  Animal  bones  and  oahbon  are  villi  these  re  t  ina,  hey 
appear  to  bs  related  to  those  found  In  the  earliest  levels  of 
Trail  Creek  (dated  6000  years  ago)  but  they  seem  r ore  pri  dtiva 
ijxC  >erhans  older,  uperficially  the  ndcrobladee  ond  burins  show 
they  hive  some  sort  of  relationship  with  Cape  4bigh  while  the 
•ner.r  ooints  indicate  some  sort  of  relationship  with  Plelnview, 
the  N.T.  c implex, the  Beer  I  iv  r  complex, the  rtillery  alte,  the 
oigoatura  or  gate  Basin  ;»nd  the  so-celled  Yueu  complexes.  Is  it 
not  possible  that  here  ve  have  a  basically  Asiatic  comolex  (burins, 
lcro.bla^es  etc.)  vieveloelng  •  nto  a  early  man  complex  with  New 
orld  invented  spenr  types  that  become  even  more  soecialized  as 
the  Aslstio  tflta  die  out?  t 
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About  500  artifacts  were  found  that  may  be  assigned  to  New 
Mountain  Comdex. Tear  drp-shaped  and  leaf  shaped  with  straight  base 
spear  points  occur  along  with  a  large  number  of  delicately  chipped 
leaf  shaped  with  straight  based  arrow  points.  A  few  triangular ( i? ) 
and  nrrow  bevelled  stained  arrow  points  also  occur.  However  perhaps 
the  most  distinctive  artifacts  of  this  cultural  assemblage  are 
the  small  delicately  rippled  flaked  half  moon  and  lenticular  shaped 
side  blades  and  the  wide  variety  of  burins  with  fine  retouching. 
Trlagular  gouges  or  celts  with  small  amounts  of  polishing,  iicro-blades 
conical  >olyhedral  cores  with  an  angled  striking  platform, end  of  the 
blade  scrapers  and  slotted  bone  arrow  shafts  are  also  diagnostic 
traits.  Bone  awls, f lakers, nedles, scraper  handles  and  scrapers  also 
occur  along  with  chi  oped  net sinkers, ovoid  large  bifaces, side  scrapers 
and  snub-nosed  end  scrapers.  This  complex  seems  to  have  its  closest 
relations  in  America  with  Cape  Dehlfcfeh  of  the  western  Arfctfcc  and 
•Jarqaq  to  the  east.  One  can  not  but  wonder  if  thisMs  not  spread 
from  Asia  accro  s  the  Arctic  as  the  glaciers  finally  retreated  and 
movedeastward  (not  southward  into  the  Plains  like  its  predecessors) 
to  later  become  Dorset  and  the  Laurentian  of  northeastern  North 
,uuerica . 


The  next  horizon  called  Firth  River  Coromarked  seems  to 
a  futher  development  of  New  Mountain  olus  some  new  traits.  It  is 
represented  by  about  200  bone  and  stone  artifacts  as  well  as  500 
potsherds.  Characteristic  of  the  complex  is  the  hard  thin  cocanut 
shaped  vessels  of  pottery  with  exterior  cordmarked  surfaces.  Burins, 
microblade^nolyhedral  cores, celts  spear  points  and  many  of  the 
arrow  Taints  and  more  general  types  pf  tools  are  the  same  as  those 
of  the  previous  horizon.  However^ double  pointed  arrow  points, large 
side  blades  and  more  crudely  chipped  small  sides  blades  seem  to  be 
make  it  different.  At  present  no  similiar  complexes  are  known  from 
the  New  borld  though  the  earliest  ceramic  complex  from  Lake  Bi^kal 
of  Siberia  is  much  like  it. However  the  cordmarked  pottery  makes  one 
ask  :  is  this  complex  a  step  in  the  spread  of  Asiatic  ceramics 
from  the  Old  World  accross  the  Arctic  into  the  Northeastern 
Woodlands? 


The  following  Firth  River  Grooved  paddle  horizon  is  based  upon 
500  artifacts  and  3000  sherds.  Burins,  icroblades, celts  and  spears 
are  on  the  wane  as  is  the  ripple  flaking  technique  of  chipping 
flint.  Stemmed  artow  points,  bone  arrow  points,  large  side  notched 
spear  points, ground  stone  (not  slate)  and  a  wioe  variety  of  bone 
tools  occur  along  with  a  number  of  general  types  of  tools.  Pottery 
is  marked  by  a  grooved  paddle  or  rushed  and  is  thin  and  hard  but- 
and  vessels  h  ive  globular  bodies  and  sharply  insloping  rims.  This 
complex  is  again  similiar  to  ones  found  in  Siberia  but  the  big 
question  is  :  what  is  it  related  to  in  Amierica? 

The  Firth  River  Dentate  Stamp  horizon  is  represented  by  about 
1000  sherds  and  less  than  £0  art ' facts, The  pottery  is  about  £  incn 
thick, more  poorly  made, decorated  by  dentate  standing  and  of  the  same 
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side  scrapers  and  side  blades  occur  but  microliths  are  absent. 

Is  this  part  of  a  second  oush  of  nottery  accross  the  arctic  from 
asia  into  the  eastern  Woodlands? 

TheCliff  complex  like  the  Firth  River  Dentate  complex 
is  reoresented  by  mainly  pqtt dry  (  4000  sherds)  and  only  a  few 
(10  .  :ore  or  less)  stone  cwses  occurred.  The  sherds^  are  all  c'  eck 
stamped  and  like  those  of  the  Old  Bering  ^ea^aiicestral  Eskimo) 
complex.  A  few  chioped  stone  artifacts  such  as  stemmed  arrow 
points,  side  blades,  (mayb<)  some  ground  slate  and  some  netsinkers 
seem  to  be  additional  proof  of  such  a  connections.  Is  this  the 
first  spread  of  the  maratime  adapted  ♦Eskimo1  from  Alaska 
eastward  and  how  mch  further  does  it  extend. 

The  next  horizon  is  represented  by  e  few  curviliear 
stamped  potsherds  and  is  practically  absent  from  our  site  though 
las .  year  part  of  a  house  seemingly  of  this  horizon  was  dug  on 
the  coast  at  Whitefish  Station  {  which  gives  its  name  to  the  complex. 
This  complex  seems  related  to  late . BIrnik.  However  it  is  still 
too  poorly  known  at  the  Firth  River  site  to  be  discussed  in  this 
report. 

The  final  horizon  Is  Thule  not  unlike  that  found  in  the 
Eskimo  houses  on  Eershell  Island.  This  complex  is  well  known  and 
though  fairly  abundant  along  the  Firth  we  spent  little  time 
investigating  it.  Gince  only  about  100  artifacts (mainly  of  bone 
and  ground  slate)  were  collected  along  with  about  2000  sherds  and 
si  ,ce  I  have  previously  desribs<3  simillar  materials  in  an  article 
for  the  Annual  Eeort  of  The  National  Museum  of  Canada  It  will  not  be 
clealt  with  here. 

In  closing  I  feel  we  have  raised  this  season  some 
important  problems  concerning  the  spread  of  man  and  his  culture  into 
the  New  World  .  We  may  have  collected  a  few  facts  that  will 
assist  in  the  solution  of  thes^,  problems .  Even  though  the  signifance 
of  our  findings  Is  not  as  yet  understood  and  I  feel  that  I  know 
less  abo  t  the  so-called  nI~ratIons  of  the  Indians  than  before 
I  began  this  years  work,one  fact  is  obvious.  Future  analysis  and 
Investigation  in  this  region  along  the  same  lines  we  have  been 
following  is  most  promising  and  the  answers  to  many  of  the 
problems  can  not  help  but  be  forthcoming 


Richard  S.  MecNeish 
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AMERICAN  ANTHROPOLOGICAL  ASSOCIATION,  1958-1959  BUDGET 
ADMINI STRAT IVE  EXPEN  2C  S 


10-31-58  10-31-58"  "  10-31-59 

Actual _ Budget _ Budget 


Executive  Secretariat : 


Salary 

"•  3,500.00 

,  3,600.00 

,  3,600.00 

Secretary 

3,850.00 

3,900.00 

4,000.00 

Stenographer 

2,904.44 

2,880.00 

3,000.00 

Travel 

631.70 

950.00 

950.00 

Office  Supplies 

1,075.22 

920.00 

1,000.00 

Telephone  &  telegraph 

303.78 

350.00 

350.00 

Depreciation 

304.52 

300.00 

300.00 

Postage 

489.89 

450.00 

600 „ 00 

Total  Secretariat 

013,059.55 

'■13,350.00 

,13,800.00 

LESS  Approp.  Bull. 

— 

400.00 

— 

Secretariat-1958  Budget 

',12,950.00* 

Annual  Meeting:  Total 

3,198.57** 

1,000.00 

2,500.00 

Other  Administrative: 

Executive  Board  Travel 

2,396.34 

2,500.00 

2,500.00 

Committee  Expense 

313.88 

500.00 

500.00 

Insurance  &  Bond  Prem. 

164.25 

160.00 

160.00 

Payroll  Taxes 

266.94 

400.00 

275.00 

Dues  &  Subscriptions 

131.44 

150.00 

150.00 

Accounting  &  Auditing 

535.05 

500.00 

50C.00 

Bad  Debts 

105.77 

10C.0C 

100.00 

SKF  Committee  travel 

156.13 

250.0 C 

5C.CC 

Mi  sc. 

52.95 

— 

50.CC 

Total  Other  Admin. 

:  4,122.75 

;  4,560.0° 

4,285.00 

TOTAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  EXP. 

420,380.87 

18, 51c.cc 

' 2C, 845.CC 

*  The  allocation  to  preparation  of  the  Bulletin 

from  the  Sccre 

tariut  Budget  wa 

not  used,  because  the  Built. 

.tin  was  no  longer 

prepared  in  the 

Office  of  thv. 

Secretariat. 

Annual  Meeting  Cost 

0  3,198.57 

1,000.00 

;  2,500.00 

Income 

1,892.68 

800.00 

1.000.00 

Net  Loss 

„  1,305.89 

200.00 

;•  1,500.00 

. 


FIELD  NOTES  -  R.  S.  MACNEISH  -  1956. 


July  9.  Left  Aklavik.  First  plane  at  9  o'clock  with  Leech,  Molot,  Irish 
and  Cushman.  Second  and  third  plane  left  at  2  P.M.  Second  with 
supplies  and  other  with  Lowther,  G.  White,  R.  White  and  L.  Joe. 

Fourth  plane, with  supplies  and  MacNeish,  left  at  6  P.M.  Did  seme 
packing  from  Lake. 

July  10.  Packing  from  the  lake  and  built  camp.  Completed  first  radio 
schedule  with  Herschel. 

July  11.  Same  as  July  10.  Set  up  stakes  by  tape  and  righting  prismatic  compass. 

July  12.  Re-opened  squares  S365W305,  S365K310,  S365W315  and,  in  afternoon 
started  S365W325.  This  is  the  area  of  Pit  21  (mainly  in  S365W310 
and  W315). 

Drew  profile  from  S365W320  to  S360W320  to  a  depth  of  1.7.  The  Pit  21 
area  is  dark  refuse  under  the  humus.  Below  the  dark  refuse  that 
extends  down  in  a  series  of  little  pits  and  (in  1955)  had  a  fire- 
pit  in  it,  is  a  layer  of  light  brown  sand  containing  few  artifacts 
in  it.  Below  the  brown  sand  in  S365W310,  S365W315  is  a  series  of 
sand  lenses.  In  square  S365W310  there  appears  to  be  refuse  below 
the  lenses  sand. 


In  Pit  21  in  square  S365W315  found  4  projectile-point  bases,  a 
crude  biface  (side-blade),  a  bone  tool,  and  a  possible  scraper. 

July  13.  In  morning  back-packed  from  lake.  In  afternoon  took  humus  of 

S365W320  and  found  a  few  chips  and  bone.  In  afternoon  started  into 
Level  2  and  found  parts  of  2  projectile  points. 

In  the  humus  of  S365V025  found  a  point  but  little  else,  some  evi¬ 
dence  of  rodent  burrowing.  The  top  level  was  arbitrary  from  surface 
to  6"  below. 

Continued  down  in  square  S365W310  and  began  to  hit  sand  lenses  at  a 
depth  of  about  2  ft. 

July  14.  Dug  square  S365W310  down  to  a  depth  of  about  30".  Drew  its  profiles 
both  east  and  west.  (Also  drew  profile  of  S360W320  to  S365W320). 
Photo  No.  19.  Then  photographed  profile  from  S365W310  to  S360W310.  The  strati¬ 
graphic  situation  is  roughly  the  following: 

1.  3  to  6"  layer  of  humus. 

2.  Dark  refuse  from  which  Pit  21  extended  is  very  wavy  and  has  a 
series  of  small  pits  extending  down  from  it.  This  is  the 
occupation  area  and  in  square  S365W315  (in  1955)  hadffireplace 


•  .  - 


1<J»» 


;  .  c* 

.  .  ■  .  .  •  . 

.  ,  ■  ;  :  i  .  ;  •  i  "... 


-■  •  '  ■  ’■) 


••  /:  :  .. .'.  .  .0.  u.  ? 

Mr*  - 

,  ■  .a ;  '••• 


'  ,  •  *..■ f  ...  ■  ■  \r. 

..  .if'.*  *:  Cjj  '  .  •  'i .  r 

' 

•;  ....  f;.'  f.  _  :  -f  .  :  .  '  J 

•  •  "  .  ■ 

. 


’ 

i;i  t..cx«  ■  .  >•»:.*  roo  e  .  , i-ofj' c)  :cf  f»i 


y  w;?  • 

.  1 !  • 

©J.  Of 

. 

■■  •  •  ■; 

0:.. '  ■  - 


.  .  i  \  ‘  ■  ■■  (.. 


. 


i  $  ■  2  ..i  v  .i  :.  t  r  £/•  ....  .  :i  ■  ,  jr- -■  . 

' 


.  -  '  :  .  '  .•> '.  <  'r  :  .  i  .  ■'  ’ 


IT  .  .  ■ 

v  .  .  -.0*1  v  «•  ■  v  1  „ 


•x.Xfl  no  x>.i  £ 


:  ’  ‘}.?1  'vL  ,oi:  ■  u/"  •:  **n. . 


oc 


. 

■ 


;r  .  i.J  '  -  .  .  "  .  '  <  t  :.  *  :  :cy.  .  ;i  "i  .  .  ■  .  ■  ■ 


4 


-  2  - 


in  it).  This  layer  gets  very  thin  and  almost  cultural  sterile 
in  squares  S365W305  and  S365Vv325. 

3.  Next  is  a  mottled  brownish  sand  loam  that  seems  sterile.  My 
interpretation  of  this  layer  is  that  this  is  the  surface  on 
which  the  occupation  took  place  and  became  stained  and  dis¬ 
turbed  by  human  and  vegetaional  growth. 

4.  Then  there  are  lenses  of  sand,  dark  brown  and  reddish  soil. 
They  are  roughly  horizontal.  At  first  glance  they  look 
water-deposited.  Their  horizontal  deposition  would  speak 
for  this .  However,  they  are  often  thicker  to  the  north 
than  the  south.  Perhaps  they  are  varves  in  a  small  hillside 
lake.  They  also  could  be  alluvium  from  up  the  hill  or 
alternate  humus  growth  and  windblown  sand. 

In  the  afternoon  finished  up  S365W320.  The  humus  contained  little  but  in 
Level  2,  the  dark  refuse  from  which  came  Pit  21,  there  were  2  arrow  points 
and  a  burin  spall.  Level  3  was  mottled  red-brown  sand  with  a  few  chips  and 
bones,  while  Level  4  was  sterile  with  sand  lenses. 


S365W325  was  much  the  same  except  along  the  east  side  where  there  was  a 
pit  (see  profile)  extending  down  from  Level  2.  However,  except  for  a  few 
bones  there  was  little  in  the  square  at  any  level. 

S365K305  about  the  same. 

July  15.  First  Sunday.  Cleaned  profile  S365  and  did  some  exploring  around 
Engigstciak.  Found  2  possible  Thule  houses  or  shelters. 


July  16.  Set  up  new  squares  and  began  digging  in  S480W265  and  S480W255.  Square 
S480W265  contained  little  in  Level  1  (0-6")  its  humus  layer,  but  Level  2  was 
pure  reddish-brown  refuse  and  included  1  side-scraper,  2  lamellar  flakes,  and 
an  arrow- point  fragment.  Level  3  (12-18")  was  much  the  same,  but  in  Level  4, 
at  a  depth  of  about  21"  in  the  east  half  and  14"  in  the  west  the  refuse  gave 
way  to  sand.  It  contained  no  artifacts.  Level  3  contained  4  lamellar  flakes. 
Permafrost  occurred  in  the  sand  at  26"  below  surface. 

Square  S480W255  had  only  bone  material  in  it  in  Level  1,  the  humus  (0-6"). 
Level  2  (6-12")  was  pure  refuse  and  very  rich.  Besides  bones,  1  burin  spall, 

2  lamellar  flakes,  4  arrow  fragments,  2  scrapers,  and  a  possible  burin.  Most 
of  these  were  in  the  west  half  of  the  square.  At  18"  sand  was  struck  with¬ 
out  lensing.  It  was  sterile. 

S365  In  the  meantime,  drew  S365K330  to  S360W330  and  S365W305  to  S360W305  short 

profile .  profile  on  notebook  graph  paper  and  wall  of  S365W305  to  S365W330  long  on 
larger  1-inch  roll  of  graph  paper. 


Later  in  afternoon  began  square  S370W310  and  S370W320 
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July  17.  In  the  humus  of  S370W320  found  a  projectile  point  and  a 
lamellar  flake.  Then  Level  2  went  into  the  refuse  which 
became  thinner  to  the  south.  A  side-blade,  3  lamellar 
flakes,  2  point  fragments,  and  a  possible  burin  and  a 
burin  spall  came  from  the  north  half.  There,  of  course, 
were  bones.  Level  3  at  the  at  the  base  of  refuse  and  top 
of  mottled  clay  contained  only  a  few  chips.  Level  4  was 
well  down  into  the  sand  lensing.  Below  this  pure  sand. 

This  would  seem  to  indicate  first  a  water-bottom  deposit, 
then  beach  causing  lensing,  then  slump  causing  brown  sand, 
and  then  a  patch  of  refuse. 

The  humus  (0-6" )  of  S370W310  was  almost  sterile  except  for 
a  few  bones.  Level  2  was  pure  refuse  and  very  rich.  It 
contained  9  point  fragments,  4  burin  spalls,  1  biface,  4 
lamellar  flakes,  3  side-scrapers,  and  2  burins.  The  level 
went  from  4  to  12".  The  third  level  was  at  the  junction 
of  the  sand  and  refuse  and  contained  little. 

Drew  profile  from  S370W320  to  S365W320,  S48OW365  to  S475W365, 
and  S4S0W360  to  S475W360. 

Then  began  square  S370W315.  The  humus  was  very  rich  with  bones. 
Found  1  point  base,  1  burin. 

Near  the  end  of  the  day  began  S480W260.  In  the  humus  were  some 
bones,  1  base  of  a  point,  and  antler  piercer.  Level  2  had  a 
very  high  ash  content  as  well  as  7  or  8  fire-cracked  rocks  in 
no  special  order.  It  was  full  of  bone,  some  of  which  was 
burned.  Chips  and  artifacts  were  rare,  3  lamellar  flakes 
occurred.  Level  3  contained  lamellar  flakes  and  a  number  of 
bones  and  teeth  of  bison.  These  bison  were  below  the  arti¬ 
facts  and  in  reality  in  the  mottled  sand  below  the  refuse. 

NiVk-3  After  radio  schedule  at  7  o’clock,  went  up  and  explored  around 

Engigstciak.  Laughing  Joe  found  a  fish  spear  on  top  and  then 
on  the  southwest  side  at  the  top  of  the  talus  we  found  2  houses 
or  shelters.  We  cleared  off  the  top  sod  on  the  northernmost 
houses.  It  is  outlined  with  a  number  of  huge  boulders.  Found 
a  few  Thule  artifacts  and  bones  in  and  around  the  rocks.  Took 
one  photograph  of  it  before  sod  was  cleaned  off.  Will  exca¬ 
vate  it  later. 

Near  the  end  of  the  dag  began  square  S480W260.  In  the  humus  were 
bones,  1  base  of  a  point,  and  an  antler  piercer.  Level  2  had 
a  very  high  ash  content,  as  well  as  fire- era eked  rock.  While 
it  contained  many  bones,  artifacts  and  chips  were  rare. 
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July  18. 


Photo 
No.  5. 


Area  24. 
Photo 
No.  4. 


Stratigraphy. 


Finally  got  square  S370W310  through  Level  3  that  was  partly 
refuse  and  partly  mottled  sand.  It  contained  a  lamellar 
flake  and  3  projectile  point  fragments.  Level  4  was  striated 
and  and  permafrost. 

Drew  profile  along  S370W310  and  S365W310  and  S370W315  and 
S365W315. 

Then  began  square  S370W305.  Found  bones  and  one  small 
bifacial  side-blade.  Dug  only  the  west  half  of  the  square 
and  it  contained  very  little. 

Took  humus  of  S370VJ315  and  found  many  small  bones  and  one 
projectile-point  base.  Level  2  contained  a  point,  a  side- 
blade  and  much  bone. 

Also,  started  square  S475W260.  This  had  been  dug  partially 
previously,  so  the  humus  contained  only  a  few  bones.  How¬ 
ever,  a  single  sherd  did  turn  up.  Then  began  Level  2.  This 
was  reddish  ash  and  dark  refuse.  In  it  we  got  a  bone  awl, 
micro-blade,  and  about  15  sherds.  All  of  these  came  from 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  square.  This  might  be  an  in¬ 
trusive  pit.  Then  dug  down  south  half  of  the  square  to 
permafrost  (about  6"  into  the  sand).  Right  at  the  top  of  the 
sand  in  the  lowest  brown  sand,  found  a  number  of  buffalo  bones, 
a  buffalo  tooth,  and  caribou  antler,  as  well  as  broken  rock. 
This  is  obviously  an  earlier  occupation. 

Now  we  have  completed  a  trench  from  S480W255  to  S480W270  and 
square  S475W260.  The  profiles  have  been  drawn  of  the  S480 
and  S475  lines.  Also  a  photo  was  taken  of  the  profile  from 
S480W260  to  S480W265.  It  would  appear  that  the  stratigraphy 
is  as  follows: 

1.  Humus  -  no  cultural  material. 

2.  Irregular  dark  refuse  zone  (2),  of  varying  thickness, 
which  contains  artifacts  and  caribou  bone.  This  is 
either  one  or  two  occupations.  One  being  Denbigh, 
and  in  square  S475W260  an  intrusive  pit  with  sherds  - 
or  it  is  all  an  area  with  Pointed  Mountain  materials? 

3.  Zone  3  is  a  zone  of  brown  sand  pitted  by  rodent  holes. 
Only  a  lamellar  flake  and  super-bison  bones  (and 
caribou)  have  come  f  rom  it.  Much  of  the  strata  may  be 
wind-deposited  though  it  could  be  alluvial.  This 
represents  an  earlier  cultural  level. 

4.  Next  are  pure  water-laid  yellow  sands.  The  cultural 
layer  above  it  must  have  been  deposited  shortly  after 
the  water  receded  as  there  is  no  evidence  of  a  human 
layer  being  formed.  In  fact,  the  super-bison  area 
must  have  been  contemporaneous  with  a  lake  or  bay  in 
the  flats  south  of  the  site. 
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July  19.  Began  square  S485W255.  Level  1  was  humus  and  Level  2  con¬ 
tained  a  few  bones,  a  lamellar  flake,  and  chips  and  was 
dark  refuse.  Level  3  directly  overlay  yellow  sand  and  was 
brown  sand.  A  number  of  large  boulders  were  in  it  as  well 
as  buffalo  bones. 

After  finishing  above,  dug  S485W265  and  it  contained  nothing 
in  the  humus,  a  few  bones  in  the  second  level,  and  in  the 
3rd  and  4th  level  in  the  brown  sand  were  bones  overlying  the 
yellow  sand. 

With  both  these  pits,  as  with  S475W260,  all  the  bones  and 
stones  at  the  junction  of  brown  and  yellow  sand  were  left 
in  situ  (on  platform  or  in  the  wall). 

S475W260  was  most  instructive,  for  there  was  good  strati¬ 
graphy  with  an  intrusive  pit  (24A)  containing  pottery 
extending  into  dark  refuse  containing  New  Mt.  stuff.  Both 
in  turn  overly  buffalo  bones,  a  possible  fireplace,  and 
artifacts  at  the  junction  of  yellow  and  brown  sand. 

Also  put  in  tests  at  foot  of  talus  of  plateau  and  found  a 
similar  stratigraphic  picture. 

1.  Humus  0-6” 

2.  Mottled  sand  6-18" 

3.  Lensed  sand  18-24" 

4.  Yellow  sand  24"  + 

This  test  was  about  S625W290. 

Then  dug  a  similar  test  in  the  flats  about  S900W280  and  found 
humus  over  2  ft.  of  mottled  sandy  clay. 

In  the  meantime,  Gordon  started  cleaning  of  the  S150  profile 
at  about  W80.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  lensed  sand 
overlying  yellow  sand  from  down  the  side  of  the  hill  was 
identical  to  the  lensed  sand  under  the  gray  clay  up  on  top. 

If  the  lensed  sand  with  the  British  Mt.  complex  is  the  same 
as  the  buffalo  bone  in  Layer  4  in  S480W260  etc.  (Pit  24),  now 
the  $64  question  is  why  no  water-laid  gray  clay  on  the  south 
slope?  I  believe  this  may  be  explained  in  the  following 
manner.  First,  water-laid  sands  were  laid  on  the  shale  of 
the  plateau  as  well  as  the  sides.  Then  a  humus  was  formed, 
becoming  reddish  as  it  matured.  Also  there  was  some  wash 
down  the  hill.  It  was  during  this  time  that  occupation 
occurred  on  the  summit.  Then,  as  the  ice  sheet  advanced, 
the  land  was  submerged  and  gray  clay  was  formed  by  sea- 
deposition  or  by  periglacial  outwash  on  top  and  north  of  the 
plateau.  However,  the  current  of  the  Firth  River  at  this 
time  was  sufficiently  strong  against  the  south  side  of  the 
plateau  so  that  gray  clay  was  not  deposited.  Then  the  land 
rose  and  the  other  archaeological  complexes  occurred. 
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July  19.  (con'd) 


Late  in  the  afternoon  started  S480W270.  The  humus  con¬ 
tained  nothing  but  bones.  Then  in  Level  2  found  one 
lamellar  flake. 

July  20. 

Dug  square  S485W265.  The  humus  contained  little  but  the 
dark  refuse  of  Level  2  (6-10")  contained  bone  and  a 

Area  24. 

lamellar  flake.  In  the  brown  sand  in  Level  3  began  to 

Color  Photo 

No.  1. 

hit  bone  and  2  large  chipped  boulders  lying  on  the  sand. 

Level  4  was  the  sterile  sand. 

Then  took  a  picture  of  Laughing  Joe  at  stake  S475W265 
with  buffalo  jaw  and  the  other  bones  in  situ  in  square 

S475W260. 

Pit  24  B. 

Then  started  S480W270.  The  humus  had  little  but  the 
refuse  of  Level  2  was  rich  and  contained  arrow  points, 
point  fragments,  5  lamellar  flakes.  Then  in  Level  3 
there  was  still  refuse  and  a  huge  pit  became  apparent. 

Under  square  S478W2^^ there  was  an  area  of  burned  rock, 
charcoal,  and  bone j/ a  roasting-pit.  We  shall  call  it 

Pit  24  B.  Level  4  was  in  the  lensed  sand  above  the 
yellow  sand  and  contained  very  little. 

Area  21. 

Dug  S375W310.  It  contained  lots  of  bone  in  2nd  level 
and  a  lamellar  flake. 

Pit  24A. 

Cleaned  out  square  S475W260  further  and  under  stake 

S470W265  there  is  an  intrusive  pit  cutting  through  the 

Cape  Denbigh  (New  Mountain)  refuse.  This  is  called 

Pit  25  A.  The  stratigraphy  in  area  24  is  as  follows: 

1.  Humus 

2.  Intrusive  Pit  24A  (with  pottery) 

3.  Reddish  refuse  and  Pit  24B  -  New  Mountain 

4.  Mottled  sand 

5.  Bottom  of  mottled  sand  with  buffalo  bones 

6.  Sterile  yellow  sand. 

Continued  cleaning  of  S150  profile  between  about  W85  to  W75. 

A  few  bones  (one  perhaps  a  buffalo  rib)  have  turned  up  from 
under  the  gray  clay. 

July  21. 

In  the  morning  went  to  lake  for  supplies.  Then  in  afternoon 
dug  S475W255  which  contained  lamellar  flakes  in  the  humus 
and  Level  2,  while  a  few  bones  and  artifacts  turned  up  in 

Level  3  at  the  base  of  the  sand. 

^  Pit  24B. 

Also  dug  S475W270  which  contained  2  lamellar  flakes  in  humus 
while  in  the  second  level  a  large  ovoid  biface,  2  lamellar 
flakes,  and  a  burin  occurred.  Level  3  seems  a  continuation 
of  Pit  24B.  In  the  bottom  of  S475W270  found  a  large  number 
of  large  buffalo  bones  at  the  junction  of  sand  and  mottled 
layer  but  little  else. 

Continued  cleaning  of  S140  profile  from  w’60  to  W100. 
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July  22.  Sunday  -  day  of  rest?  -  Visited  by 

July  23.  Started  square  S470W270.  In  the  top  level  with  the  humus 
found  a  number  of  sherds  and  a  lamellar  flake,  while  in 
Level  2  they  found  a  side-notched  point.  The  third  level,  at 
a  depth  of  about  15",  saw  the  end  of  the  refuse.  Then  we 
began  to  run  into  the  buffalo  bone.  Some  of  it  was  in  the 
yellow  sand  and  other  was  at  the  junction  of  the  yellow  sand 
and  mottled  sand.  Either  way  they  are  contemporaneous  and 
there  are  a  hell  of  a  lot  of  them.  They  are  associated  with 
a  few  rocks  but  little  else. 


Pit  24 A. 


Color  Photo 
3-4 

Photo  1-2 
Pit  24B. 
24A. 


Color  Photo 
No.  5. 

Pit  24B. 


Started  S470W260.  Level  1  contained  sherds,  lamellar  flakes 
and  parts  of  side-blades.  Then  went  into  Level  2.  Most  of 
it  was  poor  but  the  southwest  corner  was  loaded  with  chips, 

8  artifacts,  and  pottery. 

Took  picture  of  S140  profile  from  WI+85  to  W80.  Also  took 
picture  up  the  valley. 

In  the  afternoon  cleaned  off  profile  from  S480W75  to  S470W75. 
Took  two  photos  of  it  as  well  as  photo  of  Pit  24B. 

In  Level  3  at  the  bottom  of  refuse  in  square  S470W260  found  a 
huge  antler  hammer.  In  the  southwest  half  of  the  square  the 
refuse  went  down  another  3"  but  there  seems  to  be  no  pottery 
in  this  lower  area.  Then  struck  the  mottled  sand  that  con¬ 
tained  a  few  bones  but  most  of  it  is  in  permafrost. 

In  the  meantime,  dug  S470W260.  The  top  layer  and  Level  2  had 
bones  and  pottery.  This  seems  to  be  top  refuse  from  which 
Pit  24A  is  dug.  Level  2  contained  4  sherds,  7  scrapers, 

1  lamellar  flake,  1  spear-point  body.  Level  3  was  in  light 
brown  refuse  and  contained  no  pottery.  It  did,  however,  have 
bone,  many  chips,  a  huge  antler  flaker,  2  side-scrapers,  and 

2  biface  fragments.  Level  4  runs  a  still  lower  part  of  this 
same  refuse.  It  contained  a  lamellar  flake,  a  burin  spall, 
and  a  scraper. 

Finished  up  S470W260.  Level  3  in  the  mottled  sand  and  Level  4 
in  the  sands  was  just  loaded  with  buffalo  bone.  Took  a  picture 
looking  north  of  it. 

Then  went  into  S480W275.  This  was  the  area  of  Pit  24B.  It  was 
extremely  rich  and  refuse  extended  down  18".  Level  1  was  the 
humus  and  contained  a  few  chips  and  bones  but  Level  2  was  the 
top  6"  of  the  pit  and  had  a  great  deal  of  fire-cracked  rock, 
chips  and  bones  as  well  as  6  lamellar  flakes,  a  burin  spall, 
and  an  arrow  point.  Level  3  was  the  bottom  of  the  pit  and  con¬ 
tained  only  a  few  bones  but  had  5  lamellar  flakes,  an  arrow 
point,  and  a  scraper.  Level  4  was  the  mottled  sand  and,  except 
for  exposing  a  huge  elk  jaw,  it  was  not  excavated. 

Started  S470W255.  At  the  bottom  of  humus  found  bones  and  a 
beautiful  whole  bone  arrow  point.  Level  2  included  very  little 
in  it  but  it  was  dark  refuse. 
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Pit  24A. 


July  24.  Started  S470W265.  The  humus  had  very  little  in  it,  while 
the  dark  refuse  of  Level  2  included  a  side-notched  arrow 
point  and  2  side-scrapers.  This  dark  refuse  is  that  from 
which  Pit  24A, filled  with  reddish  ash,  extends.  (Horrible 
English! I )  Sherds,  bones,  and  scrapers  occurred  in  the 
pit  in  this  square.  Level  3,  however,  was  into  the  lower 
refuse  and  we  just  began  as  the  day  ended. 

76 

In  the  afternoon,  began  on  S425W265  by  the  vertical  slicing 
technique.  The  humus  contained  bone.  While  Level  2,  the 
dark  refuse,  had  a  scraper  in  it.  Level  3  was  the  light 
refuse  and  so  far  contained  a  lamellar  flake.  Level  4  is 
the  laminated  sand  and  had  a  scraper  in  it.  The  bottom 
part  of  this  layer,  also, contains  buffalo  bone. 

Gradually  some  sort  of  cultural  stratigraphy  is  becoming 
apparent . 


1.  The  humus,  dark  refuse,  and  Pit  24A  seem  to  contain 
pottery,  side-notched  points,  lamellar  flakes, 
scrapers,  and  a  bone  arrow  point.  The  pottery  looks 
like  Dentate  Stamp,  but  can't  tell. 


2. 


The  next  cultural  layer  is  New  Mountain  and  occurs  in 
Pit  24B,  the  light  refuse  and  refuse  around  the  area 
of  pottery,  lanceolate  points,  burins,  burin  spalls, 
and  lamellar  flakes  are  common. 


3.  This  occurs  in  the  lensed  sand  .  So  far  it  is  mainly 
buffalo  bone  but  there  are  fire-cracked  rock,  one 
possible  scraper,  some  pebbles,  and  one  flint  nodule. 
Some  of  the  buffalo  bone,  of  course,  may  have  been 
used  as  tools. 


July  25.  In  the  morning,  finished  up  squares  S470W255  and  S470W265 
down  to  the  permafrost.  Then  continued  excavation  of 
S475W265  by  the  vertical  slicing  technique.  Pit  24A  was 
removed  and  little  was  found  in  it. 


At  mid-day  moved  up  on  top  and  began  S115.  The  humus  was 
Pit  26.  sterile  and  out  of  Level  2  of  Pit  7A  found  a  crude  burin. 

In  the  northeast  corner  of  the  square  there  is  Pit  26. 

One  small  sherd  came  out  of  it.  Both  Pit  7A  and  Pit  26 
were  dug  into  gray  clay  that  overlay  a  thin  layer  of 
laminated  sand  on  the  basic  shale. 


Pit  25. 


Soil 

samples. 


In  the  meantime,  began  digging  S115W5.  The  humus  had  bones 
but  Level  2  showed  a  pit  (25).  It  also  contained  bone. 

Level  3  was  still  in  the  pit  that  has  a  rough  "Y"  shape.  In 
the  level  2  lamellar  flakes  occurred.  One  extension  down 
into  Level  4  contained  bones  and  a  point. 

Took  five  soil  samples  from  square  S475W260.  All  came  from 
just  about  1  ft.  S.W.  of  stake  S470W260. 

1.  Came  from  about  the  humus  about  3"  below  the  surface. 

2.  Came  from  Pit  24A  about  8"  below  the  surface. 


*JuU' 

(  V  .*■ 

'X 

4  [  j.  i 

I 

i  .'i> 

*,r:  anT 

o? 

osi** 

wot* 

:-©tc 

•if 

i.o 

Xt>  V'ffci 

’  4,  -t  . 

■  e":  jm  i> 

.  : 

» 

klX. 

• 

..TV 

bn*  if. 

...  r 

C*- 

tl  P.  L 

fc-fV 

1  »  »-«  4  «*» 

:;  k\  j 

1  -*N 

X  . '  V 

Xi  J* 

jC  J 

ci.i 

!  4i*  if  no-, 

■/ 

'  '  •  -tffr 

r  £ 

r.onocf 

n  -  r : 

4  *  * 

0  '• 

• 

i.! 

• 

x:lx  nX 

*  n 

■J  i>v 

4 

Oi ; 

j 

i  if*.  6'. 

bn-  or-:. 

%K*r 

•  V  4. 

jiioiXa 

/•.  it 

oc  j.-- 

‘ 

nl 

.  , 

i>.  a 

'.•v-  - 

,  Xirii 

. 

•njxi 

.  •:  ;;v. 

.  . 

j':;  • 

--  T  F 

OOfSlfJi. 

£  bn! 

eav3.»*'  :■ 

•i.S)' 

ei.  -A 

•3  VO 

&£ 

1)  ’  ■  Ji 

9  T 

PiTX  <iP.fi 

1  ai 

•  ■ 

-  * 

« 

•*r*> 

.  ({  i 

*  nuf*c 

•/•Viifrt  £ 

I-fiJ' 

J  ;  ,...L 

Jc*. 

' 

ftix 

■v  l  • 

ri  r. 

^  v> 

1 

0*'  ‘  o 

?  rtL 

i-i* 

‘■'I  tic 

j”  3  • 

»Q 

v/i  Ai/b 

•*: 

. 

o  .  ■ 

A  vtX 

'Vi;.  .  .  <  w‘-  • 

■ 

3  ;  -  ,•  -• 

r- -a-!  a 

i;-p  arir 

. 

i . .  •  »+&  •:.-T 

■  1  &  i‘»i.  -v. 

■  .10  i. 

• 

•  r  -  ‘ 

! 

j;.  •:•  . ' 

■ . ' '  x  L 

n-  -./ivi 

0 

-  f-» 

Of 

•ii  -i  v/aX 

j  -‘V.'  -  ' 

i>'i  >-  ■  .  ?.  "Jit  '  .1/''  • 

,  .  '  0  -  .  '  -  •' 


V;  :  £»( '  ' i  "i  i-.'TLC  i  O 


.  —  1  -  •  . 

.  -U-. 


'to 


4 


c  •. 


l  n<-  '  • . .  »  ,./r;  •  <; 

r.  ..  v  *  •  '  -■  '•  ,« 

i.  j  >•  -•»!$.'  '  0  <lfc£ 

.  .  .  : 


. . •:  ■ 

Xxoiri'.ov  e:i- 


. 


.•  Vi  Oi 


tWOi 


4 

;  . 

no 

DH£: 

:'9VCv 

V  ^ 

•  1 1 .. 

»..  i  5mMO  X 

>*). 

?Uu 

’  '  ^  r< 

4  •■.  ... 

'vV’f 

w  e;’ 

o, '  J 

'10 

.00  V05 

tvo 

4  i  • 

‘  ‘  J  |  ‘  ’> 

• 

Ji;o  sc’  i  .r 

J  '•  -4 

t 

•A-.;' 

v;vJ 

«riJ 

•'.'X'j  >>' 

oi 

ii 

.tfh 

£.M 

• 

fiT*  <■; 

•  ;  ’ 

Jjsl  o;te  ■: 

C*  ; 

ifCf  1' 

LJ**'  5^. 

t,S 4*.  Qfk’jrf 

« 

L  ■:  t 

.  omi'Jncv 

ui  4iW  »  - 

• 

..  .  ‘  «rf  fc  tmi  \* 

v  r» 

X 

• 

SS.1  r  L»t 

v!  Of.  4 

OVw 

i  *' 

uo~ 

&i 

>■ 

XsVf’^. 

**. 

, 

*1  JI>  00 

e©:- 

i.  V*.- 1 

•  ^  *  ,4 

9  V 

,i 

• 

>  a 

'  o 

axo 

.  xoi'Xi.i 

* 

.  i  0 

.  '  i' 

* 

4  . 

u  Li 

' 

y<  V 

c' 

,v  :j 

•  - 

•  * 


.ck* 


-  9  - 


Pit  27. 

Muck 

layer. 


Pit  25. 

Pit  17. 


3.  Came  from  the  lower  refuse  about  14"  below  the  surface. 

4.  Came  from  the  lensed  sand  (middle  part,  more  or  less). 

5.  The  final  sample  was  from  about  2.5  ft.  below  the 

surface  in  yellow  sand. 

July  26.  Continued  to  clean  Area  24.  Finally  got  it  cleaned  up  and 
started  staking  in  preparation  for  photography. 

In  the  meantime,  began  square  S110.  It  was  mainly  gray  clay 
at  a  depth  of  6”  except  along  the  S105  profile  where  there 
is  a  pit  (27).  Drew  floor  plan  of  it.  It  is  over  5  ft.  in 
diameter  and  1.6"  deep.  It  contained  bone,  a  bone  awl, 
and  a  scraper. 

Next  S110W10  was  dug  .  It  had  only  a  little  refuse  on  its 
surface  and  in  its  second  level,  then  a  complete  layer  of 
sterile  gray  clay.  This  overlay  sand  in  the  middle  of  which 
was  a  1/2-3"  layer  of  much  containing  rocks,  chips,  bone,  and 
a  great  deal  of  peaty  material.  Thoro  also  was  a — 

S110W20  was  fairly  productive.  Its  humus  and  Level  2  had 
refuse  and  bone  in  it,  while  refuse  extended  to  18"  along  the 
north  1/3  of  the  square.  This  contained  3  lamellar  flakes  and 
bone.  Then  Level  4  saw  the  end  of  this  pit  (28?).  The  lower 
sand  was  sterile  though  one  rodent  hole  did  contain  some  bone. 

July  27.  Spent  most  of  day  working  on  S485W255  (buffalo  area). 

Cleaned  4  wall  profiles  and  photographed  them. 

In  the  meantime,  excavated  square  S110W25.  It  contained  nothing 
except  a  few  bones  from  Level  2.  These  overlay  clay,  over 
lensed  sand,  over  yellow  sand. 

S110W30  was  even  poorer  with  gray  clay  directly  under  the  sod. 
There  was  a  thick  layer  of  sand  at  the  bottom. 

Finished  the  day  by  digging  square  S110W15.  It  was  almost 
the  same  as  the  previous  one. 

July  28.  Dug  S110W5.  It  had  a  few  lamellar  flakes' in  the  humus  and  Level  2 
and  3  came  from  Pit  25.  There  was  some  gray  clay  and  then  the 
sand.  Two  inches  down  in  the  sand  was  a  good  muck  layer.  It 
was  filled  with  chips  and  bones. 

Started  S145W30.  It  contained  some  pottery  in  Pit  17  (dug 
last  year). 

In  the  meantime,  began  S145W70.  In  the  north  half  of  it  is  a 
large  pit  at  least  7  ft.  wide  and  2  ft.  deep.  It  is  steep¬ 
sided  and  flat-bottomed.  I  suspect  it  is  a  house  (pithouse). 
Levels  2,  3  and  4  come  from  the  pit.  Lamellar  flakes,  side- 
blades,  cordmarked  pottery  were  fairly  numerous. 


Pit  29 
(pithouse) 
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July  29.  Sunday  —  rain. 

July  30.  Spent  morning  back- jacking  from  lake. 


Muck 

artifact . 


Pit  29. 


Finished  up  square  S110W5  in  the  muck  layer  below  the  clay 
and  it  was  loaded  with  bone  and  chips. 

Also  completed  square  S145W70.  It  contained  a  few  bones  and 
large  scraping  plane  in  the  muck  below  Pit  29. 

Also  began  square  S145W65.  Pit  29  was  just  showing  in  its 
northwest  comer.  Levels  1  and  2  contained  mainly  bones 
and  pottery. 

Dug  square  S65E15.  Took  off  the  humus  and  it  contained 
Dentate  Stamp  pottery  as  well  a  grooved  paddle  in  Level  2. 


July  31.  Completely  excavated  Pit  29  down  to  four  levels  in  S145W65. 

Pit  29.  It  contained  grooved  paddle  pottery  all  the  way  down.  The 

pit  is  only  in  N.W.  comer  of  the  square  and  the  rest  is 
gray  clay.  Again,  it  has  every  appearance  of  being  a  house- 
pit  of  F.R.  Grooved  horizon.  It  might  be  noted  that  points, 
side-blades  and  lamellar  flakes  appeared  but  no  burins. 


Photo  No. 
18. 

Pit  12. 


In  the  meantime,  cleaned  up  S50  profile  from  0  to  E20.  Pit  12 
shows  up  very  clearly  in  square  S50E15.  It  also  contains 
Dentate  Stamp  pottery.  Drew  the  profile. 


Aug.  1.  Rain  —  not  too  cold. 


2.  Began  square  Sli^W55.  Cleaned  off  Level  1  (0-6")  and  it  con¬ 
tained  little  but  a  point  showed  in  S.E.  comer  of  the  square. 
The  pit  snuffed  out  at  18'*  under  stake  S145W55.  Then  a  gray 
clay  over  lensed  sand.  In  the  bottom  of  the  pit  a  lamellar 
flake,  scraper,  and  adze  occurred.  Level  3  had  an  adze  and  2 
scrapers. 

Continued  in  Level  2  of  S50E15.  Level  1  contained  only  bone, 
while  Level  2  had  even  more  bone  and  a  number  of  sherds.  This 
was  the  level  of  the  bones  drawn  in  the  profile  and  photo¬ 
graphed.  Then  Level  3  contained  a  stemmed  arrow,  2  scrapers 
and  a  side-blade.  F.R.  Dentate  artifacts  —  very  good  I 

Pit  12.  Started  S50E10.  Level  1  was  the  humus  and  contained  a  scraper. 

Level  2  was  in  the  refuse  and  contained  2  scrapers,  sherds,  and 
a  cylindrical  polished  object.  Level  3  saw  the  beginning  of 
sterile  sands  and  level  was  lensed  sand.  Why  no  clay  layer? 

Continued  S145W45.  Pit  30  also  became  apparent  in  this  square 
in  Level  2  and  6"  levels  were  dug  from  it  down  to  18".  Then 
gray  clay  over  sand  occurred. 


Aug. 

Pit  30. 


-  01  - 


....  •/. 


.  i 


J 

• 

1*.' 

:  •;  ;  *e: 

f  • 

■  ttc  [yd 

' 

■  -lie: 

. 

SflO.j 

tUjtJr. 

. 

C  :  >‘l. 

.1  t 

v  *>•& 

5x 

L  ’.J 

...  •  '•  .;•*  ..... 


»  V 


, 


'i  .  ... 

.  .  •  -  •  ;  •>  ■ 


.  . 

...  * ,  ■  .  '  ■■  ■' 

:  j-.L  : 


..I  .  .  ■  •  :  ■...  . 

...  •'*'.>  .  •• 

.  ■  y; 


V  ' 


•  -l. . 

b’U’V  *  n 


.  .A 


.  ,  .  '  -  .  -•  •"  *  l.A  •• 


•'  if  jl  ■  . 

isa.ii.  .'0  rrjii: 

,  • 

.  •  -.  .  <; 

’  .  •"  >  n:'  ft-"  *  ..  '  .  .  ’  :.«/ 

.  ■■  .  .  ■  \ ..  "  :•  ’•  . 
Ji  .  • 


*J  ,  .•  ti>b  J.-.oa  y;  >.  n  9  1  X  V  - 

.  ■■  :  .  :  f 


' 

' 


-  11  - 


Pit  31. 


Aug.  2  (con'd) 


Then  in  S145W50.  The  humus  contained  nothing  but  Level  2  contained 
a  burin  spall.  Also  the  majority  of  Pit  30  was  in  this  square 
that  went  to  a  depth  of  18".  Below  it  is  sand  and  perhaps  a  muck 
layer. 


Late  in  the  afternoon  began  square  S145W90.  The  south  side  of  the 
square  was  almost  entirely  gray  clay  but  the  west  half  was  refuse 
Pit  31?  to  a  depth  of  18".  It  looks  more  like  a  hollow  than  a  refuse  pit 
but  the  profile  will  determine  this.  Four  scrapers  and  2  spear 
fragments  occurred  in  Level  2. 


Aug.  3.  Finished  S50W15.  Level  4  (18-24")  was  lensed  sand  without 
artifacts.  Then  started  S45W15.  The  humus  was  deep  because  of 
Pit  12.  rodent  holes  (0-9")  and  a  projectile  point  (lanceolate),  sherds, 

a  scraper,  and  bones  occurred.  Then  into  Level  2  with  one  dentate 
sherd,  2  grooved  sherds,  4  scrapers,  4  point  fragments  and  2  side- 
blade  fragnents.  Then  level  3  (12-18")  was  even  richer  with  3 
dentate  stamp  sherds,  7  projectile  point  fragments,  2  side-blades 
and  a  retouched  burin  spall.  This  looks  like  cultural  strati¬ 
graphy. 


Pit  31. 


In  the  meantime  continued  clearing  out  north  half  of  S143w90  and 
went  into  S145W95 .  The  lowest  layer  (Level  3 )  contained  a  whole 
mass  of  chips.  As  we  cleaned  the  profile,  it  became  apparent  that 
there  was  a  huge  pit  about  13  ft.  long.  It  also  was  obvious  that 
the  west  end  of  the  pit  had  been  filled  first  and  then  at  two  other 
times  further  refuse  had  been  placed  in  the  pit.  Perhaps  some 
stratigraphy  may  be  found. 


Then  dug  S13 5^35, which  contained  a  little  refuse  in  its  north  end, 
and  started  on  S125W35. 


Photo  No.  Cleaned  profile  and  photographed  along  S140  line  from  W35  to  W100. 

Pit  28  in  square  S145W65.  Pit  30  in  square  S145W50-55,  Pit  31  in 
square  S145W90  and  W95,  as  well  as  Pit  17  in  square  S145W35  were 
very  apparent.  In  cleaning  wall  of  Pit  30  found  a  lower  muck 
layer  under  pit  and  clay  and  found  a  scraper  in  it.  Took  a  shot 
showing  wall  with  scraper  under  sand  and  clay  and  then  a  close-up 
of  the  scraper. 

Continued  removing  and  numbering  bones  from  Area  24. 


Aug.  4.  Continued  cleaning  and  removing  bone  in  Area  24. 


Muck 

Pit 


layer 

30. 


Dug  in  muck  layer  under  Pit  30  in  square  S 145^4 5  and  S 145^50.  The  muck 
layer  extends  from  S145W44.6  to  S145W51.2  to  S140W57  to  S145W56.  It  con¬ 
tained  a  few  bones  (2  buffalo?),  many  pebbles  and  5  possible  artifacts.  Took 
2  photos  of  each  as  well  as  a  soil  sample  of  the  muck. 

and 

Then  dug  square  S135W30.  It  had  a  lot  of  overburden  from  last  year/ in 
the  north  half  was  a  pit  (Pit  32).  It  contained  very  few  artifacts  but  many 
bones.  Most  of  the  pit  should  be  in  S130W30. 


Pit  32. 
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Pit  11 


Aug.  4  (con'd) 

Then  dug  S125W30,  which  contained  a  small  portion  of  Pit  11  in  its 
Got  2  scrapers,  a  grooved  paddle  sherd  and  an  arrow  point  from  Pit  11, 


north  1/3  rd. 
in  Level  2. 


In  the  meantime  finished  S45E15  and  went  into  S40E15.  These  two  trenches 
are  riddled  with  gopher  holes.  However,  in  spite  of  this,  2  feet  of  refuse 
Pit  12  occur  over  lensed  sand  over  sterile  sand.  The  four  levels  are  very  productive. 

There  is  a  tendency  for  the  grooved  paddle  sherds  to  be  over  the  Dentate.  Also 
grooved  paddle  seem  slightly  more  prevalent  towards  S3 5  axis.  Artifacts  include 
side-blades,  contracting  stemmed  and  lanceolate  points,  reworked  burin  spalls 
or  reworked  spalls,  lanceolate  end-scrapers,  side-scrapers,  polished  stones, 
and  a  few  crude  burins  made  from  a  flake  without  retouching.  These  composed  a 
distinctive  complex  that  should  be  called  something  different  than  Firth  River 
Grooved  horizon  -  Buckland  Complex?  -  Note  the  absence  of  lamellar  flakes  and 
burins . 

Late  in  the  afternoon  began  S15E15.  Found  part  of  Pit  15  in  its  north  half 
Pit  15  and  in  Level  2  found  lamellar  flakes. 
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Aug.  5 


Aug.  6 
Pit  17 
Pit  32. 


Aug.  7 
Pit  32. 


Pit  2 £. 


Aug.  8 


.  Cleaned  out  muck  area  under  Pit  30  and  found  a  total  of  5  artifacts  (and  2 
possible  artifacts)  as  well  as  3  giant  bison  bones.  Photographed  2  of 
artifacts  along  west  wall  in  situ. 

Dug  S15E15  and  S2QE15.  They  contained  almost  nothing  and  are  badly 
bungled  with  rodent  holes.  S25E15  and  S30E15  are  almost  the  same. 

S30E15  had  a  few  grooved  paddle  sherds  and  artifacts.  These  all  are  just 
north  of  the  northern  edge  of  Pit  12. 

Richard  rescued  about  400  cordmarked  sherds  from  Pit  15  at  noon. 

The  buffalo  pit  continued  to  be  cleaned. 

.  Began  excavation  of  S140W30  and  in  the  humus  found  2  beautiful 
serrated  points,  while  in  Level  2  found  scrapers  and  rim  sherds  of 
grooved  paddle.  This  area  is  continuation  of  Pit  17. 

Also  started  S130W30  and  in  the  top  of  Pit  32,  in  Level  2,  found  2 
scrapers  and  polyhedral  core. 

Finished  trench  from  S50E15  to  N10E15.  Cleaned  profile  and  photo¬ 
graphed  it  and  drew  it. 

Also  finished  removing  bones  from  Area  24. 

.  Continued  excavating  in  square  S130W30  in  Pit  32.  This  pit  is 

roughly  3  feet  in  depth  and  quite  conical.  It  is  extremely  heavily 
filled  with  small  bits  of  bone.  It  is  without  pottery  and  the  arti¬ 
facts  in  it  consisted  of  7  micro-blades,  side-blades,  burin  spalls, 
one  dagger  blade,  and  burins.  This  is  typical  New  Mountain. 

This  completed  S140W35  to  S105W35  profile  and  cleared  it.  Also 
photographed  profile  from  S50E10  to  N5E10.  Drew  it  in  the  afternoon. 

Began  square  S105.  This  was  mainly  Pit  25.  An  Eskimo  plate 
appeared  in  the  humus,  while  a  burin  and  side-scraper  occurred  in 
Level  3  in  the  bottom  of  the  pit.  There  also  is  a  muck  layer  under¬ 
lying  the  square  and  a  scraper  came  from  it. 

Dug  S65E5.  The  humus  and  Level  2  (6-12")  contained  only  a  few 
bones  which  overlay  brown  sterile  sands.  S7CE5  was  much  the  same 
though  there  was  a  good  food  of  refuse  overlaying  lensed  sand  over 
yellow  sand.  One  part  of  biface  occurred. 

Then  dug  into  S100.  It  had  about  six  inches  of  refuse  with  a  few 
artifacts  (scrapers  and  blades)  over  gray  clay.  This  is  lensed  sand 
with  much  layers  in  them.  Most  of  these  were  frozen,  so  will  report  on 
them  later.  Started  S95. 

Dug  S70E5  and  S75E5.  Both  of  these  had  humus  over  refuse  (about 
a  foot)  with  an  irregular  bottom.  These  were  over  mottled  sand  that 
was  over  yellow  sand.  Some  of  the  mottled  sand  looked  lensed.  S80E5, 
which  was  started,  was  much  the  same. 
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Aug.  8  (con’d) 

Then  drew  and  photographed  profile  from  S105W35  to  SI4OW35.  Also 
cleaned  out  more  of  Pit  32,  which  is  a  rich  Denbigh  pit. 

Dug  S90.  It  contained  a  pit  in  it  with  definite  stamp  sherds.  The 
Pit  33.  pit . is  oblong,  N.W.-S.E.  ,  about  3^  long  and  1.5  inch  and  1.5  deep. 

Besides  sherds  there  were  two  arrowheads  and  2  scrapers. 

Finished  up  S85  -  which  has  a  little  refuse  in  it  over  mottled  sand 
and  refuse. 

Aug.  9.  Rain  in  morning. 

Started  square  N15E20  in  Pit  4.  Below  the  humis  it  was  full  of 
Pi-t  4-*  cordmarked  sherds.  These  sherds  are  in  Pit  4.  In  the  east  side  of  the 

square  mottled  and  lensed  sand  underlay  the  pit,  which,  in  turn,  were 
over  a  muck  layer. 

Started  square  S140W70  in  Pit  29.  Then  cleaned  S135W70  and 
S140W65.  The  general  plan  is  to  strip  the  humus  of  the  top  of  the  pit, 
and  then  excavate  the  inside  of  the  pit  and  get  its  general  outline  and 
determine  if  it  is  a  house. 

Also  started  square  S40E10. 

Shot  caribou  in  the  evening. 

Aug.  10.  Rain  in  morning.  Dug  S40E10.  It  contained  a  few  artifacts  but  no 

sherds.  These  should  have  been  Dentate  in  this  square.  Started  cleaning 
in  the  area  of  Pit  29,  the  house.  Dug.  S140W70  and  S13fW70  as  well  as 
S140W60.  Some  difficulty  in  getting  edge  of  house.  Then  went  into 
N15E20.  Here  there  is  Pit  4,  full  of  cordmarked  pottery  dug  into  sand 
and  gray  clay,  and, in  one  spot, into  the  muck.  Underlying  this  square 
and  N15E15  and  N15E25  and  perhaps  N1QE25  is  a  thick  muck  layer.  This  also 
in  part  underlay  last  years  bath-tub  excavation.  The  muck  layer  was 
probably  under  permafrost  that  soon  became  our  pool.  Both  the  muck  layer 
as  well  as  Pit  4  were  highly  productive. 

Shot  caribou  in  afternoon. 

Aug.  11.  Rain  in  morning.  Dug  N15E20  and  started  N20E20.  Pit  4  seems  to  be 
dying  out  but  the  muck  layer  continues.  Noticed  for  the  first  time  that 
many  of  the  flakes  from  the  muck  layer  (British  Mountain  are  made  by 
preparing  a  platform  on  a  pebble  -  knocking  a  few  flakes  off  the  pebble 
and  then  removing  a  Levaillaision  flake.  The  question  is,  are  these 
artifacts? 

In  the  meantime,  went  into  S5QE20.  The  second  layer  produced  a 
drill,  burin  spall,  and  scraper;  new  trait  for  Buckland  Phase. 

In  the  area  of  Pit  29  dug  S130W70.  Here  we  got  a  lot  of  sherds  of 
grooved  paddle.  Perhaps  the  house  was  dug  by  New  Mountain  or  Firth  River 
Corded  and  filled  by  grooved  paddle  and,  I  hope.  Dentate. 
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Aug.  16  (con’d) 

Continued  in  S140W95  and  V/90  in  Pit  30.  Levels  1  and  2  contained 
sherds  but  the  lowest  layer  of  this  pit  (as  previously  noted) 
contains  many  chips,  spear  point  fragments,  etc.  However  it  is 
really  not  very  productive. 

Spent  a  great  deal  of  time  cleaning  off  house  of  Area  29.  Finally 
by  noon  got  it  outlined  anc  cleaned  and  photographed,  it  is 
ovoid  with  a  small  entryway  to  the  west, and  along  the  north  side 
the  impressions  of  roof  posts  may  be  seen.  On  either  side  of 
the  door  there  are  some  sort  of  cupboards  or  large  posts.  In  the 
excavation  and  cleaning  of  the  house  the  humus  (Level  l)  has 
yielded  some  artifacts  and  Grooved  Stamp  sherds.  Then  Levels  2 
and  3  have  been  the  top  fill  of  the  house  and  contain  micro¬ 
blades,  polyhedral  cores,  and  cordmarked  pottery.  Near  the  end 
of  the  day  began  digging  Level  4  (6")  in  square  S140W65.  It 
became  apparent  that  at  the  bottom  of  Level  4  there  is  a  sand 
layer  over  further  refuse,  with  grooved  or  cordmarked  sherds  and 
we  can  expect  further  stratigraphy. 

Dug  squares  S65E570,  S55E570  and  S60E575.  These  may  be  discussed 
as  a  unit  with  S6QE570.  All  have  an  overlying  humus  that  contains 
a  few  sherds  and  chips  of  Eskimo  pottery.  Then  there  is  an 
irregular  layer  of  pits  and  refuse.  This  has  contained  at  least 
one  cordmarked  sherd  and  a  complicated  Stamp.  This  layer  intrudes 
and  blends  into  a  gray  clay  layer  which  contains  both  bones  and 
artifacts  (Level  3).  Some  of  these  come  up  from  below,  some  down 
from  above.  Then  a  well-defined  muck  layer  over  sand.  This  is 
loaded  with  artifacts.  Mainly  Leraillaision  prepared  flakes  from 
pebbles  that  are  retouched  but  there  was  one  drill  and  4  or  5  bifacial  blades, 
two  of  which  have  fluted  basal  surfaces.  Is  this  the  proto-type 
of  Clovis  Fluted? 

Also  continued  in  Pit  29.  Continued  taking  off  Level  2.  Got  a 
few  micro-blades  from  S140W65  as  well  as  S135W65.  There  also 
were  2  sherds  along  with  the  mass  of  bones. 

Aug.  18.  Continued  to  clean  Pit  29  into  square  S140W60  and  S135W70.  Got 

more  micro-blades,  polyhedral  cores,  and  part  of  side-blade.  Late 
Carbon  in  afternoon  started  S135W60  and  began  to  get  carbon  with  bones  and 

micro-blades.  Collected  about  2  gravers.  Still  only  clearing 
Level  2. 

Started  S65E58O  and  S55E580.  In  S65E58O  found  a  grooved  paddle  sherd 
and  a  bone  scraper  in  Level  2  down  from  humus  which,  in  S55E580  got 
Eskimo  pottery  in  the  humus. 

In  afternoon  Cashman,  Leech,  George  and  Richard  White  left.  Got 
Margaret  and  Old  Irish,  Barbara,  as  well  as  Bill  Matthews  and 
Ross  Mackay. 


Pit  30. 

Pit  29 
Photo  No. 


Aug.  17. 
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Aug.  12.  Snow  all  day  -  no  work  -  went  to  lake  for  load.  Saw  12  caribou 
and  a  bear. 


Aug.  13.  In  morning  collected  wood  and  got  caribou  meat  from  stream.  In 
the  afternoon  cleaned  humus  off  S130W65  and  W60.  Also  completed 
S5QE20  finding  scrapers,  drill  and  Dentate  Stamp  sherds.  Also 
completed  N20E15  finding  section  of  Pit  4  over  clay  and  muck  layer 
frozen  in  permafrost.  Cleaned  part  of  a  profile  N20E20  to 
N10E20.  All  sorts  of  trouble  with  walls  but  have  a  good  muck 
layer . 

Heavy  freeze  at  night. 

Aug.  14.  Completed  square  S45E220  and  S50E20.  Both  were  very  similar  with  a 
few  sherds  and  points  in  Levels  2  and  3  but  little  else.  These 
seem  to  be  on  the  edge  of  the  Dentate  Stamp  area. 

In  the  meantime  continued  cleaning  in  the  area  of  Pit  29.  Have 
taken  off  humus  from  squares  S140W75,  S140W70,  S140W65,  S140W60, 

Pit  29.  S135W75,  S135W70,  S135W65,  S135W30,  S130W70,  S130W65,  S130W60. 

This  shall  be  called  Area  29,  S130W65  and  S130W60  seem  to  be 
outside  the  house  and  there  may  be  other  pits  so  started  in  Level  2 
in  same  area.  Got  some  arrows,  another  bone  tool  and  large  grooved 
paddle  sherds. 


Aug.  15. 

Pit  30. 


Dug  S14CM90  in  Pit  30  and  got  three  levels  in  refuse  of  pit  over- 
lying  sand  over  a  muck  layer.  From  the  deepest  oldest  part  of  the 
pit  got  part  of  a  spear  point. 


Also  continued  into  Area  29  and  got  the  whole  area  down  to  Level  2. 
Cordmarked  sherds  and  micro-blades  and  two  more  bone  tools.  One  of 
these  under  the  grooved  paddle  sherds. 

Also  dug  square  N15  and  N20E25.  Both  were  fundimentally  very  similar 
with  a  humus  over  remnants  of  Pit  4  with  cordmarked  pottery.  Then 
a  thin  layer  of  gray  clay  (4")  and  a  thick  layer  of  lensed  and 
mottled  sand  over  muck  over  pure  yellow  sand.  The  muck  layer  is 
full  of  bones  and  chips  including  2  possible  artifacts.  In  one  spot 
a  gopher  hole  joins  the  muck  layer  and  is  undistinguishable  from  it. 

Aug.  16.  In  the  morning  set  more  stakes  to  the  east  and  got  base  line  as  far 
as  E60.  Then  set  up  four  squares,  S6QE75,  S6OE58O,  S55E575  and 
S55E580.  Began  excavation  in  S60E575.  The  humus  was  very 
unproductive  and  then  we  began  Level  2,  which, was  dark  but  had  a 
high  clay  content.  It  was  full  of  bone  and  contained  4  scrapers. 
Level  3  was  almost  entirely  yellowish  clay  and  still  rich,  while 
at  the  bottom  of  Level  4  was  a  dark  layer  just  above  the  ice. 

Could  this  be  a  muck  layer  and,  if  so  what  are  the  bones  and  arti¬ 
facts  doing  in  the  gray  clay?  One  point  or  knife  is  fluted  on  two 
sides.  Could  it  be  that  below  the  humus  there  is  a  gray  clay  layer 
that  is  thin  and  mixed  with  humus  that,  during  its  deposition, 
churned  up  the  bones  and  artifacts  of  the  underlying  muck  layer? 
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Aug.  19.  Excavated  S65E580  and  S55E580.  Both  had  little  in  them  until 

Level  3,  the  lower  part  of  the  gray  clay,  then  the  next  two  layers 
were  excellent.  Many  bifaces  and  crude  scrapers  came  out  of  the 
muck  as  well  as  huge  quantities  of  bone.  Found  one  scraper  with 
obvious  ripple  flaking  and  a  large  bifacial  scraper.  Again  many 
of  the  bifaces  have  fluting  on  them. 

In  the  meantime,  finally  got  Pit  29  cleaned  out  through  Level  4. 

Mackay  and  Matthews  in  the  meantime  investigated  our  cross- 
section  trenches. 

S55E580  has  at  least  three  intrusive  features  into  it  so  stuff 
from  its  Layer  3  is  not  too  reliable. 


Aug.  20.  Started  S70E575  and  S 5 5^58 5.  In  the  meantime  drew  and  examined 
profiles.  One  thing  became  apparent.  This  soil  profile  is 
something  new.  The  humus  is  about  the  same  but  the  refuse  under 
it  is  irregular  and  contains  material  from  a  number  of  phases  and 
Area  34-  ^  extends  slantwise  down  into  the  gray  clay.  It  does  not  appear  to 

have  any  real  pits  in  it.  The  gray  clay  is  also  different  in  that 
it  is  full  of  bones,  occasional  artifacts  and  irregular  piece  spots 
of  refuse.  It  overlies  a  grass  old  humus  which  only  superficially 
looks  like  the  muck  layer.  It  overlies  a  sandy  clay.  (The  true  gray 
clay  over  rock.  The  top  refuse).  Gray  clay  contains  cordmarked, 
grooved,  paddle  and  curvilinear  stamp  pottery  and  micro-blades,  while 
the  humus  has  Eskimo  .pottery.  The  old  humus  has  Flint  Creek  in  it 
including  2  crude  burins,  bifaces,  crude  lamellar  flakes,  neatly-made 
end-scrapers,  and  parts  of  2  Angostura  points. 

Continued  to  clean  out  Pit  29  and  the  lower  levels  contain  mainly 
Cape  Denbigh.  Finished  Level  5 • 


Aug.  21.  In  morning  cleaned  up  Pit  29  down  through  Level  5  and  there  is  only  a 
little  muck  in  its  bottom. 


Also  continued  into  S70E580  and  S55E5&5  getting  lots  of  artifacts 
from  the  muck. 


Spent  most  of  morning  with  the  geologists  in  Area  24.  Got  some  more 
buffalo  bones  in  lensed  sand  area  as  well  as  some  charcoal  right  at 
its  top.  In  the  meantime,  they  thoroughly  tested  the  side  of  the  hill. 
This  testing  solved  the  problem  of  the  gray  clay  for  they  found  the 
stratigraphy  of  the  base  of  the  hill  to  be  as  follows: 


Humus 

Refuse 

Humic  (lensed)  sands 
Yellow  sand 
Gray  clay 
Humic  sands 
Yellow  sands. 

Basic  shale  with  some  sand. 
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It  seems  very  possible  that  Old  Humus  and  redeposited  gray  clay  are 
equivalent  to  the  second  humic  sands.  Also  in  W800  gravel  underlies 
the  lowest  yellow  sands.  Thus  the  geological  picture  may  be  seen 
to  be  as  follows: 
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MID-SEASON  REPORT 


August  4,  1956. 


As  of  this  date,  51  five-foot  squares  have  been  excavated.  They  have  been 
dug  in  three  main  localities.  One  in  the  area  of  Pit  21  (square  S365  to  S375  - 
W305  to  W325),  second  in  area  of  Pit  24  (S485  to  S470  -  W255  to  W270)  and  on  top 
of  this  hill  in  between  the  1955  excavation.  The  top  (1955)  excavation  consists 
of  a  trench  from  S140W506  to  S140W100,  from  S105  to  S105W35  and  from  S15E15  to 
S50E15.  The  purpose  of  the  top  trench  has  been  to  connect  the  four  main  areas 
of  195  5  -  diggings ,  while  the  two  more  southerly  areas  have  been  testings  of  nei* 
areas . 


In  these  excavations  a  number  of  new  features  have  been  encountered.  These 
are  Pits  24  to  32.  Also,  Pits  4,  17,  12  and  21  have  been  re-opened.  Each  one 
has  added  something  to  our  previous  knowledge  and  have  attacked  four  of  the  five 
main  problems  of  this  year’s  endeavours.  These  problems  are,  briefly: 

1.  A  more  extensive  knowledge  of  the  British  Mountain  complex  and  its 
geological  context. 

2.  A  large  sample  of  sherds  of  Firth  River  Dentate  and  its  associated 
artifacts  in  better  stratigraphic  circumstances  . 

3.  A  fuller  knowledge  of  the  Firth  River  Corded  horizons  and, particularly, 
better  examples  of  cordmarked  sherds. 

4.  A  large  sample  of  the  Flint  Creek  Phase. 

5.  Better  stratigraphy. 

Now  as  to  what  has  been  accomplished.  Four  areas  of  British  Mountain 
Complex  has  been  uncovered.  These  have  yielded  14  new  artifacts,  giving  a  grand 
total  of  27.  Three  of  these  were  muck  layer  under  gray  clay  -  namely:  S140  W45 
to  W55;  S110,  S170W5,  S105W5;  and  S140W80.  Associated  with  these  human  remains 
we  have  rich  floral  and  faunal  materials  including  extinct  giant  bison  bones. 

The  other  area  is  Pit  24  where, in  and  under  lensed  sand  under  Pointed  Mountain 
refuse,  over  300  bones  of  extinct  bison  and  other  animal  bones  occurred.  Its 
stratigraphic  context  seems  to  indicate  that  it  is  contemporaneous  with  the  layer 
under  the  muck.  That  is:-  giant  bison  bones  occur  (2).  It  overlies  sterile 
yellow  sands  and  is  in  reddish  lensed  sand  and  (3)  it  is  under  Pointed  Mountain 
materials.  It  is  hoped  either  the  geology.  Carbon  14,  or  floral  studies  will 
further  indicate  the  contemporaaneity  of  the  four  areas. 

The  artifacts  uncovered  are  worthy  of  note  though  all  are  extremely  crude. 

New  to  the  complex  is  a  hammerstone  and  a  large  scraping  plane  and  turtle-back 
scraper.  Seven  large  crude  side-scrapers  (  three  from  pebbles)  occurred  as  did 
three  flake  end-scrapers  and  a  chopper.  Most  of  these  materials  are  manufactured 
from  pebbles  and  little  use  of  flint  has  been  found  though  chips  in  the  muck 
layer  are  numerous. 
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The  second  problem  attacked  was  that  of  the  Firih  River  Dentate  horizon. 

Remains  of  this  complex  have  occurred  in  two  new  areas  as  well  as  at  the  edge  of 
a  previously-known  area.  Pit  24A  was  a  small  pit  into  Pointed  Mountain  remains. 

Pit  33  was  an  isolated  pit,  while  on  the  north  side  of  Pit  12  a  large  sample  of 
these  remains  occurred  seemingly  under  grooved  pottery  remains.  However,  besides 
giving  us  better  stratigraphic  context  (between  grooved  paddle  and  Pointed  Mountain 
and  better  examples  of  Dentate,  it  has  yielded  associated  tools.  These  include  a 
new  crude  kind  of  burins,  many  straight  marked  burin  spalls,  crescentic  side-blades, 
contracting  stemmed  arrow  points  with  round  and  concave  bases,  lanceolate  arrow 
points,  side-notched  arrow  and  spear  points,  side-scrapers,  adzes,  end-scraper 
with  a  pointed  end,  and  bifacial  blades.  Note  the  lack  of  true  burins  or  micro¬ 
blades. 

Work  on  the  Firth  River  Corded  horizon  has  just  begun  even  though  some 
excellent  examples  of  Cord-sherds  have  come  to  light.  The  possibility  of 
of  this  horizon  (Pit  29)  seems  very  likely  and  more  artifacts  should  be  forth¬ 
coming.  As  yet,  artifacts  found  (like  last  season)  seem  to  be  those  of  Pointed 
Mountain.  Stratigraphically  it  is  known  to  be  under  Firth  River  Grooved  and  over 
Pointed  Mountain  but  its  relation  to  Firth  River  Dentate  is  still  unknown.  How¬ 
ever,  its  great  similarity  with  Pointed  Mountain  and  Firth  River  Dentate  with 
many  differences  from  the  latter  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  sequence  is  from 
Pointed  Mountain  to  Firth  River  Corded  to  Firth  River  Dentate. 

Besides  these  attacks  on  new  problems,  Pit  21,  24B,  Pit  27,  Pit  27,  pid  Pit  30 
and  Pit  32  have  given  us  additional  confirmatory  evidence  concerning  the  - 
Horizon.  Newly  found  is  a  sickle,  conical  polyhedral  core,  an  antler  scraper,  and 
a  new  burin  type.  Pit  17  and  Pit  23  have  yielded  more  on  the  Firth  River  Grooved 
horizon  such  as  serrated  lanceolate  points  (like  Ipiutiak?)  and  adzes  . 

Stratigraphically,  the  muck  has  been  added. 


Pit  4 

Pit  30-25 

Area  12 

Area  24 

Level  1 

Firth  Grooved 

Level  2-3 

Pit  24A 

Firth  River  Dentate 

Level  1-3 

Firth  River  Corded 

Level  1-3 

Pit  24B 

Pointed  Mountain 

Level  6 

Level  6 

Level  4 

British  Mountain 
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Generally  speaking,  the  camp  life  has  proceeded  as  planned  (with  inadequate 
transportation  facilities,  due  especially  to  C.P.A.),  there  are  no  real  personality 
problems,  and  the  weather  has  been  no  worse  than  expected.  The  crew, on  the  whole, 
is  better  and  more  careful  than  that  of  last  year,  but  not  so  numerous.  In  terms 
of  digging  schedule,  we  are  about  five  days  behind  what  was  expected.  In  terms 
of  artifacts,  we  have  less  stone  and  bone  tools  than  I  hoped  for  at  this  time 
but  more  than  twice  the  number  of  expected  sherds.  If  things  continue  to  become 
better  noticeably  after  August  4th,  as  they  did  last  year,  we  should  have  a 
successful  season. 
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Thu  oeneon  of  1V56  cay  be  divided  Into  tluree  partes  A  brief  nurvuy 
around  taisk  Loi:e  near  Flin  Plan,  Saskatchewan,  early  In  flay;  excavations 
on  the  Firth  diver,  Yukon  Territory,  during  July  and  August;  and  a  isriof 
archaeological  survey  fran  the  Alaskan  bonier  to  I'oaroo  Feint,  in 
A&ffxieen  iulf  • 

The  survey*  at  boaver  lake  me  done  at  the  v&  uost  of  tho  Caakatehowan 
ovorrLtfsnt  in  oor^unotion  with  Mr*  Many  ioody  of  .-unbar  loach  and 
Hr*  «teok  iverbert  of  the  Oo;artaeat  of  eoouroo*  and  Devalopaent,  of  the 
Province  of  ^aotaitchewtin.  The  prinoxy  purpose  was  to  inspect  the  supposed 
renaine  of  Port  ferny,  ono  of  the  earliest  forte  loadin’  to  the  Northwest. 
Mr,  ioody,  with  tho  assistance  of  lr.  Herbert,  hod  already  dons  con¬ 
siderable  perusing  of  the  Arc) lives  and  early  rape  to  verify  the  location 
of  thio  fort.  On  the  basic  of  theee  documents,  os  well  as  on  what  hae 
been  found  at  tiie  fort,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  site  they  have  found 
is  that  fort  established  by  tho  Frobishers  and  colled  Fort  Henry  in  tho 
1770-1790  period.  Kw^thanaoro,  remins  of  tho  fort  are  fairly  obvious 
end  excavation  for  its  rooonotruction  could  bo  easily  dene.  Also,  it  is 
located  cn  tho  west  aide  of  ueaver  Lake  where  there  io  an  excellent  view 
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and  fit  as  beach.  In  li;ht  of  Wiese  facto.  It  io  hemy  recommended  that 
the  area  leading  frcu  the  beach  to  the  fort  be  cleared  of  trees  and  a 
sarker  denoting  this  historic  site  be  vdaoe d  on  tho  cite*  Title  should 
be  done  Mediately*  In  terns  of  the  future,  and  the  ever  Increasing 
tourist  trade  Into  this  region,  it  would  aeeri  proper  from  both  a 
oa:«  sreial  and  ^trlotlo  standpoint,  for  this  fort  to  bo  cleared  of  v%:e~ 
tatlon,  proparly  esc  rated,  restored  eiUier  partially  or  totally,  and 
the  adjacent  area  along  the  bench  be  cleared  for  a  recreational  and  picnic 
crowd.  This  task  alxxild  be  done  by  an  erchaeolof'ist  working  for  tho 
Di violin  of  *<£iticnal  iiietorio  itee  of  the  National  Farkc  Branch  of  the 
.e.art tent  t-f  J-ortham  .affaire  and  rational  Lea-.uroo*, 

'iho  second  jart  of  the  investigation  in  this  region  wue  cofheetned 
with  p  rehistoric  archaeological  remains  in  tin  lamllate  area  of  Flin 
Floti.  These  materials  are  3m:  ort  nt  from  the  standpoint  that  they  oouid 
be  iJLaeoi  in  the  newly-setabllohed  Kwseua  at  donbar  leach,  a©  wall  aa 
Givi tv  uu  the  infonaaticn  about  an  area  v»  know  very  little  about,  i  oven 
altoo  were  visited  in  the  irnediato  area  uni  oolieetiono  were  observed 
fro u  four  more  sites  enocetpooeing  a  aUgl  Aly  larger  area,  that  ia,  froa 
Tho  2aa  to  the  Churchill  Kivor.  Two  things  leone  immediately  apparent. 

1.  Tint  Croo  sites,  both  preldstorlo  and  tdotoric  with  an  abundanoo  of 


pctteny,  v«re  In  to  area.  2.  That  elans  alracet  over/  fa rtag© 

froo  iieftvop  Ink*  to  the  C  tuns' dll  iver  (  nd  jrobabiy  frou  Lac  In.  Hongs 

t 

dc^i  tho  Churchill  f  iver  to  iiudeon  itodLf),  thoro  are  «r^n 
orchaoolo^cal  si  tec.  Thss*  si  too  usually  Include  ®ot»  Croc  vmmSm  but, 
porhaps  aore  Irvertont,  they  raoro  often  have  I^urel~type  lottery  (about 
«.,OJO  yuan  old/.  FlivUMRaofSi  tho  distribution  of  this  pottory  eooias  to 
indicate  tot  it  in  Rsoro  nuaerouo  to  the  snot  of  Jlin  non  and  dovn  to 
Cturofiill  i  iver  than  westward  into  ‘leihafrnhflnnn.  Certainly  farther  work 
§:iDuld  be  deoo  in  this  interustiA:  and  peianUAlljr  rich  archaeological 
sene,  unfortunately,  ws  have  no  ana  on  to  staff  who  could  be  easily 
toned  aside  fmn  *»rk  they  arc  already  doir^  to  take  on  this  addod  duty, 
ierhe.e  it  adght  boat  be  don©  in  ecHopmtion  with  to  r«totehaMan 
OovemMRt  by  eoas  oepahle  ilbbpt  assistant  hired  by  th»  ta—r  ty  to 
tationol  .  lusetsn  of  Canada. 


» 


4 


The  major  portion  of  the  euuier  was  concerned  with  excavation  of 

the  hJigigotclak  site  on  the  Firth  River.  This  site  had  been  found  in 

* 

1954  and  initial  excavations  wore  done  in  1955*  This  summer  was 
primarily  concomod  vdth  eupploaentlng  vhat  had  already  been  found  as  well 
aa  getting  the  geology  done.  o  wore  most  fortunate  in  hiving  Dr.  oss 
Mackay,  a  physiographer  and  Pleistocene  geolo;;ist,  who  is  iiead  of  the 
Department  of  <  sograpttf,  University  of  ritish  Columbia,  and  Dr.  Uliara 
iat  thews,  gladolc.llat  and  Pleistocene  geologist,  also  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  British  Columbia,  with  us  for  about  throe  weeks  in  latter 
Au  ust  and  early  September.  During  the  rest  of  the  season,  two  student 
assistants,  iir.  Ihrfc  Aolot  of  Ottawa,  and  Hr.  Gordon  lowther  of  Mouill 
University,  four  Kakiros,  and  cyoelf  did  the  excavations .  In  the 
following  section  I  vd.ll  briefly*  suamriso,  tentatively,  what  we  have 
found  eo  far. 

The  first  archaeological  remains,  called  tho  British  fountain  Phase, 
overlie  a  blue  clay  which  represent  marine  deposits  laid  dovn  when  a 
glacial  advance  submerged  this  portion  of  the  Arctic  coast.  This  ico 
advance  evidently  stopped  a  few  miles  east  of  the  site,  as  an  eoker 
occurred  associated  vdth  it,  as  well  as  ice-rafted  red  granite  boulders 
poshed  in  by  the  io»  from  east  of  the  Horton  ivor{apprcucLiiloly  400 
miles  east  of  the  Firth  River).  Ae  the  ioo  retreated,  a  series  of  beaches 
were  laid  down  on  the  surrounding  hills  and  along  the  edges  of  the  site 
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itself,  and  eventually  on  top  of  the  blue  clay  a  huaus  was  formed  arid 
pollen  indicates  that  the  forest  ad  voiced  down  to  tho  coast*  It  was 
during  this  warm  ’period  after  the  loo  advance  that  our  first  cccu*jation 
of  the  site  took  place.  At  fourteen  different  places  in  the  site  remains 
ol  the  -iritis h  fountain  complex  were  artifacts  found  in  this  old  humus. 

In  three  areas  abundant  mterlals  occurred  and  the  total  sample  now  con¬ 
sists  of  about  160  artifacts,  '.be  oongery  is  .oat  strange  mi  unlike 
anything  ever  found  in  tho  3ew  orld  before,  aoically  it  in  a  unifacial 
■eiiMifli  aide  from  flakes  struck  from  tortoise  or  rti  sooidal  mores.  Tbs 
da.lnant  artifacts  are  large  flakes  with  very  obvious  prepared  striking 
platforms  at  one  end  and  eaaH  amounts  of  retouching  on  one  or  both 
surfaces  of  the  other  end.  .bwever,  other  artifacts  are  also  made  fret: 
these  prepared  flakes ,  such  as  lanceolate  long  unifacial  {projectile 
{joints  with  narrow  slightly  concave  bases  and  wider  points  with  wide  con¬ 
cave  bases  that  look  in  outline  vaguely  like  Plainview  points,  as  well  as 
simple  tear-drop  sh ap  e  points.  Also  occurring  wore  ond-of-tlte-blade 
scrapers,  epoke  shavers,  and  hooked  .  ravers.  The  other  ono-thlrd  of  Uw> 
artifacts  fall  into  two  general  categories,  unifucial  tools  and  bifacial 
tools.  T  e  unifacial  tools  consist  of  two  crude  burin  spalls,  large 
crude  i  -  io-» crap era,  mi  thin  flake  aido-a  errors.  The  bifacial  tools 
consist  of  a  series  of  projectile  points,  lanceolate  in  outline  with  crude 


fluted  surfaces,  large  ovoid  hifacial  knives,  and  projectile  points,  and 
crude  thick  burins,  pebble  choppers,  and  haoncrs tones .  This  horizon  in 
t.e  old  forest  hur^us  i3  overliiin  by  a  gray  clay.  This  also  is  of  roarine 
origin  caused  by  the  lowering  of  the  ooaet  during  the  glacial  advance, 
and  associated  with  it  are  sore  ice-rafted  red  granite  boulders,  glacial 
spil  ways,  and  out  wash  glacial  cliannds. 

The  implications  of  this  earliest  horizon  are  intriguing.  Certainly 
this  prepared  flake  unifacial  pro Jectile-point  asecsablage  is  similar  to 
tnc  so— c  died  Paleolithic  of  central  Siberia,  Furthermore,  the  lanceolate 
points  and  fluted  bifaces  bear  resoublinces  to  tiw  earliest  retrains  in 
the  i^tw  or  Id.  Whether  the  British  Hount&in  complex  is  actually  derived 
from  central  Siberia  Paleolithic  and  ancestral  to  the  New  World  earliest 
horizon  or  merely  a  chance  reaesiblance  remains  to  be  aeon.  Whether  it 
is  possible  that  it  is  related  will  oaac'./hat  depend  u^on  its  age. 
Certainly  it  is  before  the  last  ice  advance  and  during  the  last  inter- 
st&diud  of  the  Yukon  Arctic  coast.  hhen  this  occurred  1c  unknown, 
Fortunately,  there  are  abundant  sticks  and  twigs  fraa  the  old  hums  that 
may  be  dated  and  there  are  a  number  of  bones  which  may  be  eventually 
identified.  Of  these  bones,  caribou  is  dominant  but  there  are  giant  bison 
a  series  of  smaller  teeth  of  setae  sort  of  Artiodactyls,  and,  on  the  coast, 
in  a  Biiilnr  horinon,  maceth  bones  occur.  If  neooosary,  ijore  tools  of 


7 


this  lwrifcon  probably  could  bo  uncovered. 

Following  the  deposition  of  the  gray  clays  is  another  series  of 
beaches  an  deposit?!  of  vdrM-blown  sand  intaret«rsod  with  humic  lasers . 
This  her! '.on  is  not  well  represented  at  the  site  and  it  would  probably 
take  a  great  deal  of  digging  to  increase  significantly  our  sample  of  100 
tools.  This  phase  la  called  Flint  Creek  and  was  represented  in  four 
different  areas*  The  horizon  is  quite  different  from  the  former  in  that 
long  Angostura-like  and  PlainvieWlike  bifacial  chif-ped  points  occur 
with  blades  (prismatic  flakes)  and  jn±cro-bl?.des  and  a  number  of  crude 
burins,  bifacial  ovoid  knives,  snub-nosed  and  scale-like  end-scrapers, 
and  flake  sido-scrapers.  Associated  with  this  horizon  are  the  refine  of 
four  .giant  bison  which  had  been  split  and  scraped,  as  well  as  bones  of 
caribou  nnd  other  animals.  Pollen  would  see.;:  to  indicate  that  this  ia  a 
cool  dry  j  cried  but  this  will  have  to  be  chewed  by  further  Investigation. 
Also  there  is  a  assail  bit  of  carbon  associated  with  the  buffalo  bones. 

The  implication  of  this  complex  is  again  r«uit«  interesting,  for  here  we 
have  Early  Han-like  points  of  the  sort  that  ore  found  widespread  through¬ 
out  the  Great  Plains  in  association  with  burins,  blades,  and  mlcro-bl&des • 
The  <*uesticn  remains,  is  this  saae  sort  of  Asiatic  manifestation  on  Its 
way  south  which  eventually  loses  its  burins  and  blades  and  becomes  the 
ancestor  of  Angostura  Mid  Plslnvlew,  or  is  this  an  assignation  of  a 
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New  « orliWdevoloxxxi  oocplex  with  end-scrapers,  Fla inview-like  and 
Angostura-like  points  with  an  Old  «^>rli-like  oou^Iex  having  burins,  tongue- 
shaped  polyhedral  cores  and  blades? 

Overlying  this  complex  at  about  forty  different  locations  is  tt*e 
dominant  phase  of  tho  site,  called  New  ^fountain.  About  1501  artifacts  of 
this  horizon  hive  been  uncovered  and  they  are  very  much  like  those  found 
at  anbigfc .  TU>  artifact  complex  consists  of  a  whole  aeries  of 

neatly-oade  burins,  burin  spalls  with  or  without  retouching,  uicro-Lladea, 
ssall  fine  sido-blades,  lanceolate  arrow-points  with  ripple  flaking,  largo 
Angcstura-like  projectile  -joints,  end-scrapers,  a  does,  bifacial  knives, 
flake  eide-scrapera,  and  a  few  bene  tools. 

The  abundant  faunal  aciterial  arid  floral  material  from  this  horizon 
indicate  a  period  wart. ter  than  tiie  present  on  the  Arctic  coast  (perhaps 
the  post-glacial  optimum)  when  buffhlo,  elk,  and  other  forest  animals 
oaae  down  to  the  coast.  Certainly1-  this  horizon  is  related  to  tho  Denbigh 
and  Denbigh-liku  EJinifeotationo  in  Alaska,  which  have  been  dated  between 
4, COO  and  6,000  jrears  old,  and  it  new  ts  very  likely  that  it  is  ancestral 
to  the  Sarqaq  and  similar  horizons  found  in  the  eastern  Arctic. 

?J*o  Hew  l  fountain  remains,  like  those  of  the  firth  River  Hv.se  which 
follow  it,  occur  in  pits  in  the  huuic  sands.  The  Firth  eoHf&cee  ie  mu  oh 
like  that  of  New  .  nun  tain  but  there  are  eor.e  differences,  First  of  all. 
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it  has  conl-inarkod  pottery,  and  oecc;xlly,  burins  and  nicro-bladee  are 
very  ouch  less  numerous,  double-pointed  .rojootilo  joints  occur,  enA  a 
series  of  bene  B;*ar  foreshafta  with  s  lit  bases  are  fairly  numerous. 

Faunal  retains  indicate  a  climate  not  unlike  that  of  tho  l  ew 
mountain  horizon.  This  horizon  is  represented  by  about  300  artifacts 
and  2,000  sherds. 

Die  iiopdloations  of  this  horizon  oemu  to  be  that  c»rd-ciarfcod  horizon 
has  diffused  to  a  Cape  Denbigii-like  horizon.  Just  how  far  this  oord- 
iiiorked  pottery  has  spread  is  at  p  resent  unknown  but  ono  ean't  help  but 
tender  if  this  horisaon,  like  soeae  of  the  Cape  Denbigh  horizon  did  not 
stove  along  the  Arctic  coastal  plain  to  Hudson  Bay  and  then  southward 
into  the  astern  Woodlands*  Certainly,  investigation  is  badly  needed 
along  the  west  side  of  Hudson  day  and  fma  Copperaine  to  liudson  hey  along 
the  coast.  These  newly  found  rordHmarfced  sherds,  which  actually  are 
nearer  to  similar  ones  in  Siberia  than  thoy  are  to  the  das  tern  oodlanda 
might  eventually  fill  the  gap  between  the  cord-marked  pottery  of  Asia 
and  that  of  eastern  -orth  America. 

Overlying  the  oard-asarkoi  pottery  in  one  pit  and  in  two  other  isolatod 
pits  in  hutnio  s ante  were  the  200  artifacts  and  2, COO  sherds  of  the 
buokland  horizon.  This,  again,  boars  mny  resemblances  to  the  previous 
phase  but  there  ore  differences  i  1.  btruight-sterod  and  oontracting-atas  ed 


projectile  points  occur  along  with  lanceolate  and  double-pointed  arrow 
points,  the  cord-marked  pottery  is  replaced  fcjy  dontate-stai^-od  pottery, 
burins  still  occur,  and  aide-blades  now  greatly  outnumber  a  Tew  crude 
micro-i  JLadeo .  ihit  has  been  said  of  the  relationship©  of  the  Firth  Phase 

may  also  be  said  of  this  horizon.  Again  there  is  abundant  bone  material 
mu  by  this  time  the  elk  and  wapiti  seem  to  have  disappeared  and  musk-ox 
occur*  This  may  mean  that  tho  dim  to  had  beccs  .o  quite  a  bit  cooler  than 
the  previous  horizon.  Purtbar  analysis  of  the  poll en  ami  faunal  materials 
is  still  necessary. 

Following;  tho  Buektand  horizon,  and  per  hap©  derived  from  it,  is  the 
second  moot  numerous  complex  at  the  site*  Components  of  this  phase 
appear  in  about  twenty  places  cn  the  site  in  pita  in  the  humic  squads  and 
about  4,000  sherds  and  5 00  artifacts  were  uncovered*  Tills  is  called  the 
Joe  Creek  horizon.  This  horizon  is  characterized  by  grooved  pottery 
(Norton  Linear  Stamped).  There  is  an  almost  ca.-p.le to  absence  of  burins 
end  very  few,  if  any,  micro-blades*  Projectile  points  are  more 
characteristically  straight-staged,  though  double-rotated  and  lanceolate 
points  still  occur*  The  most  numerous  artifacts  axe  side-blades,  bifacial 
knives,  adzes,  snub-noecd  end-serapore,  and  side-scrapers  also  occur. 
Equally  diagnostic  of  this  horizon  is  the  great  increase  in  antler  tools 
that  Include  bone  scrapers,  barbed  joints  vdth  gouged  line-lxd.es. 
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split-base  projectile  points,  and  a  whole  #rou.  of  coupes,  awls,  and 
arrow  e hafts.  Faunal  and  floral  roaains  would  aeon  to  be  mch  the  Mac 
as  found  today. 

The  relationships  of  these  ran terialc  seeci  to  point  toward  Alaska, 
particularly  to  tlie  ioar  Xplutak  or  i&rtort  horizons .  vhetlier  tills  one 
on  the  Firth  Fiver  is  slightly  earlier  because  of  its  lack  of  raaritiine 
#oui,iaont  or  uiiether  it  is  merely  an  Inland  variant  of  the  same  basic 
complex  la  not  known. 

The  next  horizon,  called  the  Cliff  Phase,  is  ono  that  I  would  consider 
to  be  basically  «arly  .^skiiao.  Unfortunately,  our  sfcsiqple  is  saall  and 
oonsista  minly  of  about  4,000  sherds  of  Iksrton  Chccfe»ctaB$ed,  and  about  25 
artifacts*  The  artifacts  consist  of  side-blades,  s tamed  and  lanceolate 
arrow-points,  erid-scr -tpers,  adsea,  net  sinkers,  and  a  single  piece  of 
ground  slate.  This  oonpLcx  appears  at  the  bottou  of  the  hums  and  in  jdta 
ten  ling  down  fp eta  the  hu;ius.  Flora  and  fauna  are  essentially  aodera. 

The  ncuct  plj&se,  called  ahitafiah,  is  represented  fcy  about  four  sherds 
and  ten  artifacts  froia  the  huaus.  The  sherds  arc  Uarrow  Curvilinear  Paddled 
and  the  artifacts  consist  of  opon-sedeeted  barbed  hu^oons,  sane  ground 
elate,  the  stau  of  a  bone  arrow  point,  and  a  oontractin^-ote^isd  arrow 
point.  This  looks  very  much  like  what  Glddingc  found  on  the  Kobuk  Fiver 
in  the  Ahteut  phase. 
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The  final  phase  is  called  hersohel  Island*  It  occurs  s^aouodically 
on  the  surface  and  in  the  humus  of  the  site  as  well  as  in  houses  Just 
east  of  the  site  and  two  :uHes  upriver  frexa  the  ©it©.  Free  tills  phase 
we  have  about  100  stone  artifacts,  300  bone  tools,  and  about  50  sherds* 
The  sherds  are  all  St*  Lssrenee  Plain  or  variants  thereof.  The  otene  is 
mainly  ground  slate  ulus,  knife  blades,  and  harpoon  blades  but  there  are 
a  few  chipped  staged  arrow  points  and  scrapers*  The  bone  tools,  which 
arc  very  numerous,  consist  of  various  barbed  arrow  points,  graving  tools, 
and  handles  of  various  sorts,  and  elosed-sockoted  Thule  harpoons*  -tee 
of  this  octvdeoc  certainly  lasted  up  to  historic  times* 
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The  final  activities  of  the  season  occurred  in  tlw>  first  two  v/oeka 
i:.  'OptiCiber,  after  the  exeavatione  iud  been  eaapleted*  basically  th;Ls 
was  a  survey  of  the  western  end  of  the  DEW  Line  to  deternune  the  extent 
of  ckuaage  to  archaeological  regains  and  check  on  rumors  of  destroyed 
archaeological  material.  For  reasons  of  security,  X  shall  describe  the 
looal  situation  by  DEW  Line  sit©  number  only,  and  not  give  its  geographical 
location. 

Site  No.  1.  Hero  two  very  late  Eskiiao  Thule  houses  had  been  totally 
destroyed,  and  covered  by  the  air-field,  Such  sites 
are  numerous  enough  so  that  the  damage  done  is  not  great, 
bite  No.  2,  Has  not  touched  upon  any  archaeological  remains  though 
there  is  a  Into  Thule  sit©  Just  across  the  crook  to  the 
west  of  the  site,  However,  rather  recently  in  bull¬ 
dozing  for  gravel  for  construction,  uaonoth  bones  and/or 
whale  bones,  have  boon  uncovered  in  gravels  between  trio 
blue  and  the  gray  clay  along  the  Yukon  Arctic  coast. 

Conclusion,  no  daraage  done  to  arc! geological  materials, 
bite  No.  3*  dust  west  of  this  site  is  a  large  burial  ground  of  Hooenfc 
and  late  Thule  times.  No  construction  is  planned  in 
this  area  and,  as  yet,  no  DEW  Line  personnel  have  done 
•ny  looting  of  the  graves.  However,  t  is  area  aiiould  be 
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periodically  oliedced  by  the  *C*K.l.  and  the  Northern 
ervicoo  officer* 

ite  ho,  4,  lo  well  inland  and  has  disturbed  no  archaeological 
material  1  know  of, 

ite  I  jo,  5.  Io  just  north  of  a  rather  large  hekiao  site  tJiat  the 
liuaoun  hao  an  adeejuato  oat^'le  fro  ,  and  iMch  is  being 
destroyed  by  the  sea.  Though  this  site  is  being 
destroyed,  it  is  not  the  Northern  Construction  Company's 
fault. 

Sit#  No.  6.  as  not  visited  and  is  in  a  poor  location  for  archaeological 
material,  even  though  aaonoth  and  mastodon  bones  had  boon 
reported  from  nearby. 

Sit#  Iso*  7*  Has  no  known  aroliaoologioal  materials  near  it,  and  it  is 
located  in  ouch  a  position  to  make  it  unlikely  that  any 
archaeological  materials  will  be  encountered. 

.ite  lie.  8.  Just  north  of  Sits  6  in  the  landing  area  for  sea  craft, 
there  are  three  snail  3«ai-gubtci*ranoan  houses.  Pottory 
associated  with  thea  is  mainly  .Harrow  Curvilinear  Paddled 
and  rcrireacnts  the  most  eastward  extension  of  this  ottery 
type.  As  yet,  tlds  site  has  not  beet',  struck  by  oon- 
atructlon  though  bulldozing  tracks,  roods,  nd  supplies 
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.'jpo  all  around  it*  It  ic  roca  ended  that  the  •tv 
station  at  Site  8  erect  a  sign  on  this  site  so  it  will 
not  be  accidentally  struck*  and  also  informing  the 
local  i^eople  of  the  existence  of  the  Antiquities  ct 
and  the  ■  entitles  for  disturbing  archaeological 
materials. 

ite  to.  9*  Is  on  a  rocky  cliff  jutting  out  of  the  ocean,  wiiere  no 
Intelligent  i skino  would  ever  attain  t  to  live. 

.  ite  Ho.  10.  Has  about  fifteen  bakiao  bouses  Just  above  the  ocean 
beach  about  one  mils  east  of  the  air-field  and  one-half 
oilc  east  where  the  local  construction  cod,  .any  is 
obtaining  gravel.  The  archaeological  remains  secu  to  be 
Thule  of  the  Copper  i-ekirao  variety,  and  the  site  might 
be  very  well  worth  digging,  but  1  believe  this  does  not 
have  to  be  dons  isn&dlataly  for  it  is  outside  the  area 
of  construction  and  sufficiently  far  from  the  living 
quarters  so  that  ^erocnnel  will  not  be  looting  it. 

In  conclusion,  it  would  appear  that  the  construction  of  the  DEW  Line 
has  not  seriously  destroyed  important  archaeological  remains.  This  con¬ 
struction,  however,  has  accidentally  uncovered  information  both 
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palaecritolo  ioal  and  archaeological  whleh  should  be  further  checked  upon* 
Thus,  X  believe  that  oaaotine  in  the  not  too  far  distant  future,  soras 
archaeologist  or  pulaoon tologiet  should  travel  the  entire  length  of  the 
Line  asking  a  nu  mber  of  surveys  around  oaeh  site  to  collect  whatever 
information  it  io  possible  to  gamer.  Such  a  survey  would  greaUy 
enhance  our  knowledge  of  the  north  and  would  obtain  for  the  I  national 
flUeeum  the  first  col  let©  record  of  a  survey  of  archaeological  sites 
evtenrttnt  fnaa  the  western  Arctic  to  the  eastern  Arctic. 
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This  site,  called  Engig3tciak,  was  originally  found  in  the  fall  of  1954  and 
the  first  excavations  took  place  during  July  and  August  of  1955.  It  is  located 
on  a  small  erosional  remnunt  at  the  foot  of  the  British  Mountains  on  the 
Arctic  coast  about  16  miles  from  the  Arctic  Ocean.  (See  Fig.  1) .  This  mesa 
is  along  the  east  side  of  the  Firth  River  about  half  a  mile  north  of  where 
the  narrow  steep  canyon  of  the  Firth  gives  way  to  the  relatively  wide  valley 
that  becomes  the  Firth  River  delta.  For  the  most  part  the  land  to  the  north 
of  the  site  is  rolling  and  pitted  with  numerous  small  lakes  and  areas  of 
muskeg.  This  territory  is  covered  with  tundra  flora.  North  of  the  site  there 
are  only  two  side  streams  coming  into  the  Firth.  They  have  deep  valleys  and 
willows  on  their  bottoms  and  along  their  sides.  South  of  the  site,  upstream, 
the  valley  of  the  Firth  River  becomes  narrower  and  steeper  and  the  third 
steep  canyon  entering  the  Firth  to  the  south  sees  the  northern  limit  of  trees. 
Here  there  are  large  stands  of  poplar  and  pine  as  well  as  willow,  though  for 
the  most  part  the  valleys  are  grassland  or  have  a  tundra-like  flora.  Because 
of  thi3  occurrence  of  trees  only  ten  miles  south  of  the  site  and  the  widening 
of  the  valley  right  at  the  site,  there  are  to  be  found  on  the  river  flats 
large  quantities  of  driftwood  which  enhance  this  location  as  a  camp  spot.  The 
fauna  of  the  region  varies  seasonally.  31ack  bear,  Alaskan  brown  bear,  wolves, 
mountain  sheep,  and  some  caribou  occupy  this  region  the  year  round.  In  both 
the  fall  and  spring  there  are  large  numbers  of  ducks  and  geese  as  well  as 
ptarmigan.  Early  in  the  spring  the  salmon  move  down  the  Firth  to  the  ocean  and 

J7  I  would  like  to  thank  Alex  and  Frank  Stefans son  who  were  guides  and  pilots 

during  the  original  survey  and  Old  Roland  who  led  me  to  Engigatciak  in  1954. 
During  the  1955  expedition  I  was  indebted  to  Mabel  Stefansson,  Georgina 
Stefansson,  Frank  Stefansson,  Willy  Stefansson,  Sandy  Stefansson,  Alex 
Siefansson,  Hugh  Smith  >  Elijah  Allen,  and  J&lil  Jawad,  who  assisted  in 
the  excavations. 


Finally  I  could  contain  myself  no  longer  and  asked  why  *hey 


weren't  surprised,  mhey  +hen  explained  *ha*  *he  old  Eskimo 
my->-hs  say  *ha*  *he  firs*  people  of  *he  Arctic  were  midgets. 

Obviously  *hese  small  tools  mus*  have  been  used  by  *hose  li**le 

*■ v' 

people.  In  fac* ,  i*  w as  good  evidence A+ha*  4-hose  Eskimo  my*hs, 
which  *he  whi*e  man  sometimes  scoffed  a*,  were  correc*. 


In  *he  summer  of  1905  we  returned  *o  *his  si*e  of  j-he 
’’midge* s’*  and  spen*  nine  weeks  excavating,  miie  site  turned  ou* 

*o  be  even  be**er  *han  I  had  hoped  for  because  instead  of 
uncovering  jus*  one  archaeological  culture  we  found  *he  remains 
of  nine  differen*  complexes  of  *ools,  one  on  *op  of  *he  o*her. 

Our  study  of  *hese  materials  is  no*  finished.  We  expec*  *o  go 
back  for  further  excavation  *his  summer.  Hov/ever,  even  a* 
this  s*aee  of  our  investigations  we  can  discern  a  number  of 
i*ems  that  bear  on  *he  problems  of  *he  early  movements  of  peoples 
of  Asia  in*o  *he  New  World.  I  will  mention  only  a  few  of  *he 
more  important  ones. 

Our  earlies*  culture,  which  consists  of  *en  crude  choppers 
and  scrapers,  may  be  as  old  as  any  culture  complex  found  so  far 
in  *he  hew  World.  Khe  bases  for  considering  i*  old  are 
geological  and  paleon*ological .  mhe  culture  i*self  is  in  a 
sand  layer  underneath  gray  clays.  Analysis  of  these  gray 
clays  has  revealed  *ha*  *hey  were  laid  down  by  *he  ocean  V/hen 
*he  wa*er  level  was  over  200  fee*  higher  than  a-*  presen*. 
Furthermore,  associated  wi*h  *he  tools  was  a  fragment  of  buffalo 
bone  *ha*  was  larger  than  any  of  those  in  our  comparative  series 
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